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Extract from "The Sun", lMonday, 6th April, 1970.
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IXTEEN Supreme Court writs,
S taken out by farmers againsi
e State Electricity Conumnission,
claim a total of $195,495 damages.

The weits claim that the § E € was negli-
gent in the placing of wires and in upkecp of

them in the Mudgegonga and Dederang arca.
. TN O AN A AALAADDADAMNDDA b bAoA h AL Bor o# s
The 16 farmers say panspasmas

they lost property in a
fire that swept through
the Dederang and Mud-
gegonga area on Feb-
ruary 1 and 2, 1968.

All writs claim loss of
incorne, loss of  fences,
trees and timber in the
fire.

" Some also claim for the
loss of houses and sheds
and vegetable crops.

Jury trial

sought

The writs were issued by
Harnett, Nevin and Co,
solicitors, of Mjyrtteford.
ask for trial by judge and
six-man jury.

Those suing are: Ken-
neth  Samuel Walker,” of
Dederang — $38.903/Ar-
thur Douglas Graen,” of
Dederang — $29,991;:/Vic-
tor Feler De Piazza; of §

-
B T

i thitroinantiy st Aot otupid s At

Ittt

Mudgegonga —. 521,406/:

Menry Leo Drewer +'and } .

Annie Mary Brewer, of .
Mudgesonga — $17,720:/j

Sekala Zdero,” of 1

Mudgegonga — §i 3.770/

Beverley Laureen Hicks, 4
James Raymond THicks
(both personally and as 1
executor of the estate of
(Charles Henry Hicks, de-
ceased) and Doris Jean .
Hicks, of, Mudgegonda —

$13,192.
James Carroll, of
Mudgegzonga —_ £9740;

Fonrald James O'Keefe |

and Joyce O'Keefe,/cf De- ¢

deranz - $96037 Batista {4

Druce De  Pinzza, sof 4 .
Mudgegonga -- $9412:¥ Al 1

exander Rolund Hamilton |

rand Rema Layton Hamil- 4

ton, of Dederang — $6958 v+ %

MHeney Goonan, Thomas
Goonan and Menica Agnes
Goonan, of Mudgezonga

— 86125, ] .

Johin Frederick Wood 1 T
and Gweneth Mary Wood, N
of Mudgezonga — %4327

¥rank Maurice Clutter- 4 '
buck and Beryl Fean Clul- 4 S
terbuck,” of Taowobga — 1 : L
$34112:/Ellen_ Prior and Da- 3 T
vid Prior, of Mudgesonga ;
— $3557 ¥ Vivienne Ander- 4
son Ball (both personally <
and as  adminstratrix of 4
the estute of Honald Wil- 4
Jiam Ball deccasedy, Gun- 3
dowrltiz South - S:H'dl/:
Keith  Thomas  Hammal,q
of Mudgezonga — 33000/«

>
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Having shown that twilgs ornd smell Lrenches can burn
through vwnder contect with a poverline, end ere ahle to
vemoin sikouwldering Tor twenty nminutes ot lecast on the
- grovnd, there surely cun be no doudbt thet these uwnder critical
veether condltions and in favoureble fuels could start a
fir@ o
Ve have the familisr exsrmple of spotting - a mgjor
characteristic of Australien bushfires. Spotting is mostly
coused by smoulderinz pleces of bark being carried some
distence aheed of a fire cnd igniting frash litter. in
the ceasc of the Myrtleford five in cuestion; the furtheet
epotiing every recordcd was expericnced = namely 18 miles.
Fives causcd by lighining frecuently comnence as smoulildering
sections of a tree lying on the ground; end it mey not be
for several houars that these are successful in lighting up
tiwe litter eround thew.
Two nroin fectors controlling ignitlion Trom glowing
enbers such es thie are weather conditions and fuel type.

Cbvicusly, the more severe the weather the greater
the chances of suecessiul ignition. The finer fuels
progressively dry out as temperatures riec end humlditics
drop end are thereby brought nczrer to lgnition point.
Winds ere also helpful in assisting the dryilng process and
in Tenning the embers. Vieather conditicns on the day in
guesticn were unusually severc. Mt. Beauty, for instance,
recorded 1ts higheat temperatuce ever on that day.

Fuels vary considerably, but for simpliclty can be
divided into grasses and foreat litter (Line bark,; wood,
leaves, etc.) Experiments in Australia have indilcated
that fires ave almost impossible to start in grasses with
smovldering cigerettes; whilst are ignited 50% of the
time in litter, particularly pine needles, stringybark and
sinilar materialse ot

Whilat a fire Is more likely {to stert from a flaming
natelr them fyrem a glewing ember, the latter is still suffic-
iently hot to start a fire = in the vicinity eof 1200°f
(conpared to 1600°F -~ 1800°F in the case of a flame).

IT plovwing 1s accepted as evidence of ignitlon, then the
ignition temperature required from a fire caouse ranges
Trom LOO°E « 700°f which corresponds to the ignition point
of Tlammeble gascs distilled from the fuelo
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AN INHD

Bush fire, Xudrorongn on 142:08 = Roport ro investigotions

SUBJECT: A
oo tn ennge of fire,

1o At my dircctiona tho couse of the fire whioh commenced at 'ud oronen
on 1.2.63 was inveotiroted by Dotective First Constable liators and Dotective
Boitzol of Vangaratta.

2e ~ %ho roport of Dotoctive Firet Conntablo Vaters recording the inquiries
mnde is attachode

Fe “ho result of thogo inquiries nnd tho probable couse of the fire were
toloplioned by mo to Aocistant Cormissionor Vilby on 72686

4a Police have not released the dotnils onutoratod 4n the atiachod roport
for publication but eccording to press ond rodio those dotails bave beon
released by Mre Ae Uoyneo Negional Officer Co Fo Ae 24 Recion, Vodonmae

S-. Tuplio:te xoport, torother with a copy attoched, 4s forwarded for
your informations The original duplicate file could be returned, whon cano
will beo attnohod to the ropori covering this fire vhen suboitted by Inspoctor

Tlorihe ,
47//

Ae Pcach

Suncxintendonte
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o
,‘,« T VICTORIA POLICE
Ce To Brongh
. HATGARATTA
I i S , Fobruaxy Oy........19..68

Ut DISTRICD,.

sussect:  Rosult of Police investigation as to cause of & bugh fire
storted at Mudsoronea, via Nyrtleford, on 1. 2,68,

1, Shortly after 2 p.m. on tho aftornoon of 1.2.68 a fire started ca

tha properiy of Jumes Raymovd HIICKS ad ludsegonga, abtout 10 milos fron
Fyrtleford, With $he teoporaturs &b the time approximatoly 107 dogroos, acd
fanted by a strong north 1wind, tho £iro rapidly boecame vnoontrolled, with tha
rosuld that come 50,000 acrses of bush and grazing couniry were burnt, tosothepi
with scoe hundreds of ohoep and a smallor mumbor of oattlo. An estinato of 3
tho oxtent of the five, togothor with dotails of locs of etock, proporty otc., \
;.rill te the result of & separcte roport furnished by Inspector NORTH &% a

ater dato. . : .

2, On tho morning of 2.2,68, with Dotoetive BEIT2EL, I visitod the moono
of this fire for the purpoce of enddavouring to ostablish tho oxzot cause, and
bhow and where 1% startode From inquiries it was found that tho firo wes first . -
sizhtcd by Donnld WALPOLE of Rozouwhito, at about 2.5 p.mey who proccedod to the
BCoRe on tho Rosowhite Firo Usit arrdving thors csmo 8 minuton lators Tho fizve
wag thon burning in e omall srea 4o Jemes Raymond HICKS proporsy, and fannod Ly i
& noxih wind oppoarcd to bo Yurning up out of & gully in tho direotion of a
property ouned by John WOODe  Other units arrived shortly after btut were wnadle ..
%0 coatrol the Liro. i . :

3 " Dateotive DEITZEL and myself made a thorough goarch of the area acd

inguiries with local residents, withoud azcortaining any Qefinite information
&3 to tho causs, Later wo refurncd to the moome with mambors of tho Forcsts
Comniosicm, Country Five Authority and local residenta, Tho following is ths ©
x\-esult of thesoe inveatigationg, . ‘ {

/

4e In the vicinity of vhere the $iro wus sighted %y DPonald VALPOLE there
i3 a power line, carxying soms 12,700 volis, extending acroos paddocks bvetweca
JXCXS and WOODJ proportys One span, soms 1,970 fcot botwaon pelony posscs
over this gully and 4t uss almont dirootly under this cable whoro the fire wes
firat sightcd. Crowieg up out of tho guily were at least two groon bluo gun
treosy approxinatoly 90 feot im helght, Iy use of binoculars it could Yo £sem
that this ocleoiric cable was making oontact wiih the top branches and leavon.
In view of this it was agrecd to fall those two troom for furthod exaninsticn,

Sone L e iink Dinmirns,

Se Arrupgononts woro mado to meot at this spot at 10 c.m. oa 7.2.69 with
roprosontativos Lrom vordous Govormment departmonts, and local bodics concorned
wilth the couse of this fixre, Tho following wore precontie -

Foraest Conmicaion of Viotorla Konneth Goorge WARROP, District
. Forrostor, Nyrtloford,
Druco frmene SOUINE, Asaistant
Bivigionol Forroster, kangeratise

Countzy Fire Authorily Arthur HAYNES, Reglonal Officar,
24 Reglon, Wodonga
" David JORIXE, Trained Reozionsl
Officar, Holtouxua,.

State Eloctricity Coumigaion of Xon MOPHERSON, Officsr in Charge, |
Viatoria . State Fleotricitly Office, Nyrtleford

-
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/.,"‘} [Continuation of Report) I *;
Q”// ) o Pace 2 -
A
7 '~ Alco* procont wordie
¥illien DUNCOIDE Captain of Rosowhite Fural Fixe Drigade
" Donald VALPOLE Rosewhite Rural Firo Drignde
John MACGUIRE Rosewhite Rural Fixo Erignde
Jazmon Roymond HICKS Ownor of the proporiy
John 1OOD Omox of edjoining proporty

Inspootor NORTH, Wodonga, and myself,

6. Aftor a short confercncs end viowing the poona, 4t was agrood that
the two 4roco roforred to Yo follod so olosor oxanination could bo mado. Whon
follcd both 4roes chowed sovero turning cu leaves end emall dranchos &t the
hoads whoro oontact was bolng mado with tho ocleoiric ¢ablos The troos thome
eolvos hed not beon burnt cnd immediatoly bolow tho leoaves woro otill groon.
Piocon of burn$ branchoo wore taken poosoccion of by myselly representatives
of the Country Pire Authority end Forcot Comniosion,

Te Iaving thoroughly invootisatod this mattor, and efter consultoticn
with exporicncod rogsreceniativos of othor Dopartmonts and Organicatlions
concoxncd, I am of tho opinicn that tho poosible or probablo cause of tho fire
vas tho contact mede by this elcctrio cable with the top branchoa of thooe tuo
rrocn Ylue pum troose Thio causcd oharrod or burnt plocos of weod or tulza
%o £al1 to the ground on tho aron whore the fire was firot locatods This in
turn igniting $ho dry grass and old loavos in the yioinity.

8. I foel another vory rclevant footor was tho olimatic condition on that

doye Tomperature in tho vioinity of 107 dogrces with strong north windo

e Apart fycm this probsble oxplanation, I have boen unsble to find axy
othor 1likoly caugo of this £ixce . .

10. Roquostod fhat this £1lo bo forwarded to the Chiof Commissicnor for

his information ond a copy to Inspootor oxth at Woldonga fox attachuont to kis

£ilo whon complotod, . ‘ .
%ir. Vators o
o Dot 1/ 9628

S-S,

o
Bl
2
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Tre Paldourus TRLALET,

Uiy Bawes iaotiralia fo._Ltd..,
53 Bourte Stz eet,

PPN PP 350

Deor 8ir,

At adout 2. OO p.m. on Thurasday, 18t ?ebz'unl'y.
fire broke out on farning property at Kudgsgonga, about 10 mil;
norih-azst of myrtlm ord, and by night-time had spread through
foresta of nsifabcuring hills end mountains to the Meraa@
i Tawongy diatricts in the Kiewa Valley. Ihc ﬁm m,
ultinately, rendered nufe on 4th Febdbruary, -19

o

o)
(o)

m

From newspaper reports it appesrs that up ‘%o
50,000 acres of country were covered by the fire end. coniidm ;
eroaiug pasture was involved. Loproximately six houses, ' ;
nurerous cutbuildinge, hay, machinery and equiwont, fﬂnma
siock were, £l1s0, reportcd destroyed or &

Allegationz have been made in the country . by

Country Fire &athoz‘itg and Pire Brigade officials that thi AL

- of tais fire was a 12,7 kV conductor of the Conzdssion segging
irte & gun trce and causing folinge to char, mntually glving
riso to grasa below the iree catching on fire.

Extreme heat at the time, approximtolj ”‘HD% would -
have given rise to abmormsl sagging in tht apm the candal
ellegedly involved, L

The Coumission is 1nvestigat:lng thl ﬂlmﬁm.
although no claims have axisen to date.

I shall advise develorpments in m mru.
Yours :utmnu.
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721-440.1.0
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To. oo

DEPARTMENTAL o R
STATE ELECTRICITY COMMISSION OF VICTORIA
. Dr‘!VATE AND CONFIDENTIAL. FOR THE lNFORMAW%"'c’Nﬁ :

THE COMMISSION AND ITS LEGAL ADVISERSON Mo
ASSISTANT CHIEF CLAIMS OFFIGESS

CHIEF CLAIMS OFFICER % (® pwe.. 190 February, 1958*'
A x 0

BUSH FIRE - MUDGEGONGA, DEDERANG AND TAWONGA DISTRICTS, 3
1ST TO 4TH FRBRUARY, 1GE€G. T4

As directed znd in company with the Commission's 3
Solicitor, Mr. D.R, Dooley, and Mr, W. Brown, Assistant Distri- :|
bution Engineer, North-Eastern Branch, Electricity Supply Departs
ment, I visited the above districts on 12th and 13th February,
1668, to investigate this fire. Mr, G. Lincolne of Messrs.
Llncolne, Demaine and Scott, Consu1t1ng Engineers, attended 3
independently and was party to enquiries at the commencing p01nt E
of the fire.

Mr, I. McPherson, Officer-in-Charge at Myrtleford,
informed us that the fire commenced at about 2,05 p.m. on &
Thursday, 1st February, 19€8, at a time when the temperature was‘y‘
approaching 110 The previous day similar heat had been 4
experienced. The commencing point of the fire was observed and g
reported from look-outs at kount Porepunkzh and Mount Stanley,
and local residents, a Mrs. Hicks, Nrs. Woods and Mr. Walpole,
also pinpointed the commencing site as close to Twin Gullies
under the Commission's 3/12 steel 12.7 kV s.w.e.r. line, known
as Hicks Spur,at NMudgegonga.

Although the fire burnt back a short distance, its
major spread was easterly through farming country. Newspaper
reports attached refer to the latter pattern of the fire through
the forests of the mountains preceding the Kiewa Valley, and it
reached the Dederang and Tawonga districts by early evening - =
distance of about 20 miles. It jumped the Kiewa Road about
14 miles north of Tawonga and,. subsequently, entered the forests
east of the Kiewa River, It was finally considered safe on
Sunday, 4th February, 1968,

Considerable manpower fought the fire and at least
100 fire fighting units from central and eastern Victoria were
involved.

Mr, McPherson also reported that at the request of
local Police he attended the Police Station and later the above
commencing point of the fire in company with Police, Forestry and
Fire Brigade officials on Wednesday, 7th February, 1968. On
arrival, he observed that the conductor of the s.w.e.r. line was
about five feet above the foliage of gum trees (blue gums) grow-
ing in the gullies under and adjacent to the line, He also
noted that there was a gap at the head of one tree under the line.
During this inquiry several of the highest trees were cut down at
the direction of the Police, and at the gap in the tree referred
to earlier a deal of charred foliage was found and taken posses-
sion of by the Police.o The temperature at the time of these
enquiries was about 80", The following day Commission employees
cut down further gum trees in the gullies.

Our attendance at the scene revealed the gullies to be
about central of a 2,531 foot span of conductor between poles.
The gum tree involved was measured at 89 feet 7 inches from
ground level, but this was about 12 feet down the side of one
gully. The area where the charred foliage had been removed was
practically clear of this evidence, Several pieces wsre found.
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The gap gave the impression of being about three feet into the
foliage. 'There is no doubt in the minds of the investigatory
party thet the conductor under the excessive heat of the

31st January and 1st February sagged into this tree and caused
this charring. Mr., McPherson considers that the breeze on
these days of excessive heat would have been 1light but suffic-
ient to swing the conductor, Inspection through binoculars
did not reveal any damege on the conductor, but this is not
definite, No arrangement hag been made to closely inspect or
remove any part of the conductor. Mr, Dooley has arranged for
Mr. Lincolne to report his opinions to the Commission.

Newspapers report the area covered by the fire at
35,000 to 50,000 acres. In the course of attempting to gauge
the damage involved, we travelled about 150 miles but, certainly,
did not see all farming land and fencing which could have been
involved. However, congiderable acreage of grazing/dairying
land and meny miles of fencing were destroyed and/or damaged.
Most hay in these areas would have been cut last November and
December and supplies in hay sheds not touched by the fire
varied between half to almost full. The grass remaining on the
ground after the fire, although dry, would have been generally
reasonable for stock requirements at the present.

We were conducted to about 20 farms by Messrs.
McPherson and N, Gilbert, District Assistant, Wodonga, and these
inspections should have covered most of the buildings and cont-
ents damagede . In most cases buildings were burnt to the ground
and original sizes, construction and contents could not be
checked. Generally, the occupants were not present. In the
attached schedule I have merely summarised what was apparent,
with other appropriate comments,and this is in no way complete.

Police at Myrtleford and Dederang have been directed
by Inspector North of Wodonga to arrange a complete summary of
loss, . -

We did not see one dead item of stock, merely some
evidence of burial, but newspapers suggest that about 100 cattle,
1,700 sheep, some pigs and poultry were destroyed.

" Obviously meny miles of fencing and many acres of
pasture were damaged or destroyed, but I have not included these
on the summary: also, many thousands of bales of hay would have
been involved, The damage will require some owners to arrange
agistment for stock till early spring and this could involve
considerable expense based on fees alleged to be between 50 cents
and £1.00 per animal per week. We were also informed that
replacement fences will cost of the order of 800 dollars per mile,
and the question of new for old will raise the usual problems in
valuation of loss,

Photographs taken at the commencing point of the fire
and of the damage are attached to the file.

LI A N ) se s s er e sevs s sras

This s.w.e.r. line was constructed in 1961 and
Mr, McPherson believes that it would have been inspected at about
Yearly intervals since. The only records of inspections would
be field diaries, and I have requested that these be checked and
any specific information aveilable reported back to you,

e
.""/ =
o ’
,’.

ASSISTANT CHIEF CLAIMS OFFICER
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LINCOLNE. DEMAINE AnND SCOTT

CONSULTING ENGINEERS Y J & :
1 . 3 Melbourne and Perth Jo 2222, an_(/% %”iém O
Gerald B. Lincolve, wo v.x., mae. aver. ' g &2%/ g 2 y‘u&21
v Alan T Scott, B, MEch. €. AW MECK, F., A W1.K, AUSY. éjﬂ i “ o/é f
K. Gerold Lincolne, : % ! ’
//awzny. ' X

1

R. Brirnton, a.m.ie. avsr,
D. C. Emery, e.x.. A M.A0L.E., A M.LE AUST.

TELEPHONE
87-5082

Tek & Cabl res: Y
DKoM rers L/ 13th February, 1968,

The 3tstc rlectiricity Commdsslon of Victorias,

15-27 illimﬁ Streat, P %ﬁ{

N ELrr R

LICUE Y 050, et
BN 2250 | 55

Attention "r. Dsvid Dooley,

Deer Bir,

-re Grass Fire - Myrtleforde

Following my visit of 42th inmst,
in your company, to the site of & grass {ire which occurred 1n tha .
vicinity of Vyrtleford, I now subrit the following. .

The fire occurred on fat inst.
erd started at about 2.30 p.m, The day was hot but there was pot a
etrong wind, The fire apperently started in feirly close proximity
to some trees growing in & gully. One of these {rees was over eighty
feet high, It has since been felled, .

:saasu\dv W37 S11 ANV NOISSINWGD o
_ r_ac.)'i;‘qwaodNt, 3HL ¥Od “IVLINIAIINGD ONV JLvARM

An 11 kV transmiaaion line pnam :
over the site of this tree and the span between supports is some 2, 600 ft.
Tire lire is normselly well sbove the tree tap but, on & hot dey, the :
expapsion of the metsl due to incressed temperature would so incresse the -
sag thet it would lie within the top of the tree. As the tree had been
felled, I could not say to what extent this would ocour but burnt marks
on the tree showed that it must have extended some feet, 'The ai.ngl.o' :
line consists of three strands of Mo, 12 gauge stesl. -

while the wind was not ntmng
~there wus sufficient breese to cause the line to swing end in dolng so -,
it would coue in contcct with the young growth at the top of the tres.
This would involve contect with the leaves and slso the twigs and when
this happened flsshes mould be caused due to the oloctrlelty flowing
to earth tluough the tree,

5,
SRNEN

It has been elumd that the 6.11 .
grass was ignited by falling leaves or twigs which had thus_been bﬂﬂth
off and became slight. L
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X ‘
S HCOLNE. DEMAINE ano ScoTr TO State Electricity Commiss ronx 1}/2/68 Ynesy No, g.

) . . of Victoria =
e Q2
My previous experience convinces me— ;;

that the fire could not have been ceused by falling leaves, In every case- .

I have found that, when contact is made with the line, the leaf 1.amediatalj m

burns off at the stem and falls before the leaf itself can ignite. The O T

stem is only about 4/46" in diameter and, though still glowing when it {3 =d

reaches the ground it is quenched almost immediately and I have found it X o

quite impracticable to ignite even dry grass from it. . § o

w
I may add that these tests were takifi g

from trees which were not more than thirty feet high. In the case now undpr—
consideration, the tree was some elghty feet high and the leaves would tskd o
more than twice as lonz to reach the ground. 1% is doubtful if they wonld> m

then be even glowing. > &
: o

A different set of conditions arises 2>
in regerd to twigs. These are not burnt off imuwediately upon contact withi { 4
the line, S 2

-

In this case the 1ine will remain M 3
in contact during tha completion of its awing. In doing so it will benlmj -
the twlg and move slong its surface. As in the case of s leaf, an arse '11’1 ot
be formed and will char the twig s&s it moves alonge . - .31:

A very thin twig could thus be burgt! 3
off by a single contact but, like the leaf, it would be ccoled before it — -ri -
reached. the 5round. m% v

A thicker twig could not be burnt D T -
through et once and it would require serversl contacts to effect this, -~ >
Such contacts would certainly be mads ard it is evident that twiga were i
burnt of f and fell to the ground. S

: : : ¥hile it is not possible &t this e
Juneture to say whether or not such a twig would retain sufficient heat tm R,
ignite the grass, I find it hard to believe so. ‘

We have e condition where the twig in :
undoubtedly burnt through but thie hes been 2 graduel process and there
wveould be an interval between each contact as the line swung awaye. During
this interval the twig would cool down and, while ultimately bdurnt through,
this would be the result of attrition rather than of ignition. The falling
priece would certainly be red hot at its end but, like the leaf, this would -
tend to cool off when falling elghty feet.

While I am not prepared to say that ﬁ
would be S.mpossz.ble t‘or the fire to be so started, I do suggast that smh

a possibility is remote.
Yours faithfully,
LINCOLNE, DEMAINE & SCoTT,

"

.pex'.......u-.....-yuq-..‘b S
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CT: 3P

PRIVATE AND CORFIDENTIAL FOR THE INFORMATION 2924
OF THE COMISSION AWD ITS LEGAL ADVISERS,
CHIEF CLAIMS OFFICER

SECRETARY 14th February, 1968.

BUSH FIRE - MUDGEGOHGA, DEDERANG AND TAWONGA DISTRICTS,
TST T0 418 FoBRUARY. 1968 .

At approximately 2.00 p.m. on Thursday, 1st February,
1968, fire broke ocut on farming property at Mudgegonga (about
10 miles north-east of Myrtleford) and spread rapidly in,
generslly, an easterly direction over farming country into the
foresta of the hills and mountainsg preceding the Kiewa Valley.
By evening the fire was involving the farms of the Dederang and
Tawonga Tiztricts. After croseing the Kiewa River the fire
entered the forests east of Tawonga and was finally brought
under control on Sunday, 4th Fetwuary, 1968, :

The fire was fought by considerable manpower and at
least 100 fire fighting units brought from central and eastern
Victoria.

The temperature for the day 8f the fire and the pre-
coding day for the area approached 110°. :

Thare is 1ittle doubt that the commencement of the
fire was below a 12,7 kV S,%.E.R. line of the Cemmission known
as Hicks Spur., The conductor of this line is 3/12 steel.

This location was reported by observera at Mount Porepunkah and
Mount Stanley; alsc there were local witnesses. At this site
twin gullies run, roughly, at right angles under the line and
this is close to the centre of a span of conductor of 2,591 fest
between poles, At the time of the commencement of the fire a
number of blue gum trees were growing in the gullies under and
close to the line.

On Wednesday, Tth February, 1968, Mr, I, McPherson,
the Commission's Officer-In-Charge at Myrtleford, was requested.
by the Police to attend an inguiry involving the Police,
Forestry and Fire Brigade officials at this location, and he
observed, on arrival, that the conductor was approximately five
feet above the uppermost foliage of these gum trees ( temparature
approximately 80 ?, but there was a clearly defined gap at the
head of one tree under the conductor, This tree and other
trees were felled and the surrounding foliage and minor branchss
revealed evidence of extensive charring. Agsin there is little
doubt that the charring resulted under higher temperatures when
the line would have sagged into this trae and been subject of
wind and tree moveuent. Thig gum tree was 89 feet high, but
growing 12 feet below paddock level in one of the gullies, The
extent of the charring into the head of the tree appsared to ba,
roughly, three feet.

Local newspapers have given a deal of publicity to
allegations by Country Fire Authority and Brigade officials that
the fire resulted from the charring effect of the Commission
conductor in this tree with burning or heated material falling
and finally igniting grass below, These allegations are the
subject of current investigation by the Commiseion,
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Apart from loss to forests, considerable private loss -
occurred in the fire, but the extent is difficult to estimate.
Newspapers suggest the overall srea involved as 50,000 acres.

It is known that four small farm buildings and contents were
completely destroyed, also many farm outbuildings, some of which
were large and included thousands of bales of hay, dairy equip-
ment, sundry vehicles, machinery and other equipment. Logs and
damage also included miles of fencing of various types and
elumps of shade trees. Stock losses are stated by the papers

at about 1,700 head of sheep, 100 head of cattle, sundry pigs
and poultry.

I shall report further developmentis in due course,

 CHIEF CLATNS OFFICER |
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Myrtleford

Times

13 February 1968
(lead story,

front page)

..tree.s, he added.

©sible  that  the

~ TREE

OFFICERS in charge at

RE STARTED I

111

the fire at Mudgegonga

and Rosewhite now believe that the fire was
causad by a high voltage electricity cable which
had ignited leaves and twigs on a large tree.

This opinipn was expres-
sed last week by Regional
Officer, Mr. A. Haynes, and
Group Officer, Cr. J. W.
Browne, and also by M
W. Dunccmbe, Captain of
the Rosewhite Rural Fire
Brigade.

Members: of the Rose-
white Brigade noticed burnt
traces in the tops of the
trees last Monday, follow-
ing which - an - inspection
was made on Tuesday by
Mr. Haynes, Cr. Browne,
other Fire Brigade officials
and members of other
Government Departments.

The burnt traces had been
verified through field
glasses and the trees felleg

Mr. Haynes said that an
11,060 volt electricity cable
ran close Lo the tops of the
trees. (The cable supplies
domestic electricity to pro-
perties in the area, each of
which has a transformer to
convirt the current to 230
volts), :

Mr. Haynes said that in-
vestigations had led to the
belief that the single wire
power cable slackened in
the hot weather, and tou-
ched the upper branches.

Clean burn marks were
noticed on the examined

He said that the trees
stood 88 feet high. They
were located in a gully and
Mr Haynes said it was pos-
bursing
lwigs from cither of the
trees had fallen to the
rround, starting the fire,

Hq pointed out that a
spark would not have
fallen that distance and
remained alive,

BEYOND DOURBT

Reporting to Iast week's
Council meeting, Cr. J. W.
Browne (who is also Group
Oflicer of the Myrtleford
Fire Brigade’s Group), said
that in his opinion this was
the cause of the fire beyond
doubt.

He said the wires had ap-
perently been touchiunyg the
trees guring high winds for

some time, and had dried
oul leaves and twigs., “Last

Thursday’s weather con-
ditions were jusy right, and
apparently hurning leaves
or twigs fell to the ground
and started the fire.,”

“The trees are where the
fire started, and the evi-
dence is pretty conclusive,”
he added.

BETTER ACCESS
NEEDED

Continuing his report on
the fire, Cr. Browne said it
was essential that farmers
should provide some sort of
access across difficult gul-
lies, to enable fire units to
travel from one paddock to
another. He said the Shire

should ensure that all un-
used roads are traflicable
before the fire season starts.

“This was a difficult fire,
and a fire of many rum-
ours,” said Cr. Browne. He
added that & public meeting
would be convened shortly
to enable all concerned to
discuss various aspects of
the fire,

Speaking on communica-
tions, Cr. Browne said the
fire ‘emphasised the- fact
that the C.F.A. and the lo-
cal group would have to
improve their radio equip-
ment. He also believed that
the Shire should have
radios installed in their
vehicles.  “Other - Shires
have had radio control for
some years,” he said,

Cr. Browne spoke highly
of the co-operation of all
sections of the community
during the course of the
fire, and he voiced his ap-
preciation to all concerned.

On behalf of the Shire,
the president, Cr. L. G,
Ablett, commended all
those connected with the
fire on their splendid ef-
forts. "As a Shire we owe
them all a great debt of
gratitude,” he said.

FIRE NOW SAFE

Meanwhile, fire fghters
have kept up a constant

Pvigil tn contain the fire

wilhih ts onginal houndar-
tes. Many burning stumps
and trees have been ex-
tinguished close to the edge
of the fire, which now ap-
pears to be reasonably safe.
However, it will require &
wood fall of rain to com-
pletely “extinguish it.

Virho h
5 mm,s...u.:

PRSP
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RE TN THS IUDCTOOMGA AREA

Further to iy letter of tha 8th February, 1963, I have sent
to you, under ssparate cover, an issue of the "mordsr Morning Mail,®
dated 9th February, 1963, vhich carries on mape 4 a photogrash of
portion of the tree which i3 said to be the probable causo of the fire
1n the Mudgegonga - Rocewhite arva. A copy of the paper was bandsd to
the Assistant Claims Officer on 12th February, 1963 »
H o d Ao HER

MANAGER, NORTH EASTERN BRANCR
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\( o AFTERMATH OF FIRES

 LOSSES,
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No clear pncfure has yet emerged of the loss caused to individual f;=~
mers by the Mudgegonga-Kiewa Vailey firez, ond no estimate of the exfenf

(By o “"Mail” writer}

- of the domage has yet been made public.

This absenee of infor-
mation is likely to cause
wanld-be contiibufors to

. an appeal for help to de-
Jay their response until
they Apmow more about
the need.

The fire burnt from the
east of Myrtleford through
thousands of acres of high
ground to the Kiewa Val-
ley, jumped the river and
spread over a large area
of Mt Tawonga,

Bouses, hay sheds, fenc-
ing', stock, grass and much
timber were destroyed.

The damage is divided

iween the shires of
Myrtleford and Yackand-
andah, and covers Lig areas
of Crown land:

farmers are known
to have suffcred the grav-
est loss, others to have es-
caped lightly.
iere have been indefi-
nite estimates of the extent
" of the loss or the degree
to which individua! people
have suffered. Mention has
been made of 25,000 acres.
30,000 acres, 5000 scres
.and even more burnt but

- fdent  of  Yacksndandah{®
there has been no dis- Shire, that the two
cglosure of what area iS! chires make a joint
" Crown land and what pri- appeal, and with  the
V",‘:”lb”"lgg vl help of district - mén

!‘ wa Valley #i,hveady appointed, and

r ,f"""g’d‘” P Quickyl gthers” co-opled as reguir-

'forimed and. an appesll ¢q " contributions be die-
launched for agistment,

hay, funds, fencing mate-
tiz]l snd other needs, but
§t woee made clear that the

cfits were to be limited
to Yackandandah Shire.

o MyrUeford area the
\*u -uMu secretary, Mr. - X.

commitice gecretery; Mr

Lane, said yesterday that
no plans were in hand to
call a meeting, but he
was to sce Shire Presi-
dent Cr. L. G. Ablett this
meorning.

Mr. Lane sald that a
“couple of dozen" farms
had suffered in the fire.

Naturally, the degree of
loss gnd the need for help
differed greatly. One far-
mer, not long on his pro-
perty, saved only the
clothes he .wore. X

On another farm which
suffered badly, the father-
husband was killed in a
riding accident a year ago.
The wife :nd children still
had battled on.

At the other end of the
scale were men who had
held their land for many
years, were bound to have
been well insured. and
therefore had provided for
the contingency of fire.

JOINT APPEAL |
Yesterday the “Mail” put!
it to Mr. Lane and also to

Cr. A. R. McKibbin, presi-},

bursed according to need.
Cr. McKibbin agreed o
have talks with Kiewa Val-
ley men and the Myrile-|
ford shire president.
In Yackandsndah Shire|

the Kiews Valley awﬁ.

'ﬁ:.ce’nc FET A

Harbinson, said 32 farms
suffered in the fire.
His commiltee, he said,

- foresaw difficpities in a

combined fund, and for
the (ime being bad de-
cided to carry on with
the original plan to eon-
fine its. activities 1o
Yackandandah Shire.
Inquiries by the “Mail"
discioced a wish among
potential contributors for
more information. Ques-
tions astked were how much
of the loss was in private
and bow much on Crown
land, What was the degree
of damage and of npeed
among the heaviest Josers.
What is likely to be the

extenl of Goveroment help.|
Likely donors who livel
at a distance from bothi-
shires, zand who would)
have no way of knowing)
where the need was srea&-
est,; would prefer a
bined ﬂmd lncal!y ad-
ministered. Thev would bej
confused by requests !ﬂ
subscribe fo two funds.

ganising reliet,
in a combined :
when the extent of the des}

vastation ard persensl loss!
is revealed, would resdily].
join with others in sub-1
scribing fo am appeal.

55_‘

DAUGHTER

<
}

PRYS

~ -

OF FORMER |
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A bigh voltage electricity cable is reported the prob-
able cause of the Rosew}ute fire which destroved 35, 000

“acres of grass and foresl last week.
This opinion was expressed last mght by Mr. Arthur

Ha_y nes, chief fire officer for C.F.A. regton 24.

Mr. Haynes said that
, Mr. Bill Duncombe, cap-
tain of the Rosewhite -
' bush fire brigade, had
- discovered burn traces in
a tree top while investi-
gating the cause of the
fire,
_ The traces had been veri-
. fied through ficld glasses
! i .and the tree had been
. . ' felled.
- . ' Mr, Haynes, with officers
) . . H from other Government
departments, bad exavmned
the burnt branches and’
. had felled a neighboring
. tree with similar marks.
- Mr. Haynes said that an:
. : . 11,000 voit electricity cable!
f ran close to the tops of the;
two felled {rees.

The  cable  pupplies
. domestic  electricity  to
! P properties in the area.

each of which has a trans-
former to convert the cur-
rent to 230 volts,)

' Mr, Haynes said that in-}"

‘vestigations had led to the
gtmding that « the single
; Wire_power cable slacken.
- ved in the hot weather
‘and . touched the uppeﬂ
branches,
P Clear burn marks were
i . . visible on the examined
B . !-rees. said Mr, Haynes.
He said that the trees
stood 88 ft. high They
were located in a gully
Mr, Haynes said it was
¥ossxble that burning twigs
} rom either of the trees
-+ ~'had fallen to the 'ground
e htqr!ing the !ue

“SPELL"” FOR
FIREMEN 1

Nieabwhile, ftire figh-
fers in , Victoria had a
welcome  local “spell”
from serlous outbreaks
today for the first time
in a week.

Seven minor fires broke
out in various districts this
afternoon, but all but one
were out or under control
late today.

At  Erica, in Gippsland, .
Country Fire Authority -
units were_ tonight fight-
ing a medium-sized blaze
in  virtually inaccessibles

rcountry,

4
A CF.A. official saldj
there had been no pr_o-z
perty or stock lbsses and

“{the fire had caused little

concern although it was
still out of control.

L had burned throuegh
about 100 scres, but it vwas

‘hoped to have it under

control tonight. .

The C.F.A. and For-
esds’ Commission today
beg.ii moving men and
egnuipment from the
gecne of Mondoy's dis-
asirous biaze at lerne.

The fire was unier con-

frol tonight, but it wes Aot
coulld»red complately sofe.
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WEARY FIRC-FIGHTERS
Wi LONG BATTLE

a leng battle to subdue the bush fire which roared
through thousands of acres in the Rosewhite,

Mudgegonga and Kiewa

Valley districts, leaving

a blackened trail of devastation behind it.

It is estimated that 50,000
acres of grass and bush-
lands have been burnt, plus
thousands of bales of hay,
countless miles of fencing,
about 1700 head of sheep,
over 100 head of catfle, a
few pigs and some poultry.

Many farmers are still
counting their Josses and it
will be some time before an
accurate assessment is
made.

On the Mudgegonga side
of the fire, the only home
lost was that of Mr. 8.
Zdero, but in the Kiewa
Valley, three homes went
before the flames.

In addition, many hay
sheds and outhuildings were
burnt, leaving only the
blackened ruins. How the
homes were not burnt is a
miracle. In many instances,
the fire burnt right to the
door step of houses, and
then by some trick of fate
lett the house undamaged.

ROARING INFERNO

The fire was first reported
al about 2.15 p.m. on Thurs-
dey, in the property of Mr.

unit mounted by the Myr-
tieford Urban Fire Brigade
were quickly on the scene,
and the Shire grader which
was operating in the area,
attempted to grade a trail
around the fire. However,
the men were unable to
contain the fire. It crept
through a gully into grass-
lands on Hicks’ property.

Then all hell broke loose.
Fanned by a strong, hot
wind. and with the temper-
ature well over the century
mark, the fire became a
raging inferno with flames
several feet high,

A bhay shed suddenly be-
came a ball of fire, shower-
ing sparks in all directions.
The fire units raced to save
two homes on Hicks' prop-
erty. “Spot” fires were
breaking out in all direc-
tions and the fire fighters
had to battle to save their
uwn lMves on several occa-
sfons. How the two" homes
were saved is a miracle, but
this was the pattern of the
fire in several other instan-
ces.

PANDEMONIUM
The next few hours were
pandemonium. The

fire spread with frightening
speed, often jumping hund-
reds of yards at a time. By
6 p.m,, it had roared through
several farms at Mudgegon-
sa and was into the foot-
hills, heading for Dederang
in one direction and Rose-
white in the other. Soon
after, it had swept down
into Dederang, leaving a
trail of blackened ruins be-
hind it. It jumped the
Kiewa viver and roared
inte the hills on the other
side. ’

By this time the originsal
firefighters were almost ex-
hausted, but they still had
days and nights of hard,
slogging battle before the
fiames were brought under
control. -

At Rosewhite, the going
was rugged as men battled
egainst the flames in rugged
hill country. A ‘back burn”
on Friday night proved to
be an effective counter, and
by midnight that night, the
entire valley looked like a
fairyland with millions of
lights.

Over 100 fire units and
hundreds of men were
thrown into the battle, and
it was not until late on
Sunday that the last trail
of some 3,000 acres was
burnt at the Tunnel Gap
end that the fire was made
reasonably safe. Even now,l
the entire area will have ¢
be constantly patrolled fo
a long time to ensure the:j
it does not escape from i
pevimeter, and it will not

be complelely safe  until

. degrees mark. However, on

PERSONAL

Mr. and Mrs, 8. H
inee Heather Mellro
being congratulated
birth of a daughts
Frankston Commt

pital.  Vanecsse
born on Januar
Mrs. XK. Rober

ing Mpyrtleford
take up resi
new home a
Road, Hawth
friends will -
come al an;

The enga
hounced ¢
daughter ¢
J. A, Whi
to Daryl,
and Mrs,

Whorouly

Congratu
and Mrs. 1
Whorouly, &

a daughter, .

Congratulati.

P. G. Tracy,

and Mis. R. Tracy

do Civil Engineering
Melbourne University,
ting on 19th February
will he in residence at )
ley College.

Relatives and friends
Ian Browne, of Rosewhiy
and Geoff and Clive Jagoe
of Ovens, wish these lads ¢
happy bon voyage when they
sail on the “Orsova” on
Monday, 12th February, for
Durban, South Africa. The
lads plan a working tour,
and hope to visit countries
overseas. !

Temperatures High

Temperatures recorded at
the Myrtleford Shire Office
last week reached the high-
est for many years, with
Thursday * being the top
temperature at 109 degrees.

On the last few days of
the previous week, the tem-
perature was around the 90

Monday lasg, . the mercury
reached the 100 mark. On
Tuesday it was 99 degrees;
Wednesgday, | 108: “Thursday,
109. Then' cams .-a  cool
change on Friday with the
top temperdture, at: 83 de-
grees. Sinee  then it has
o

substantial reins have fal-
e, - e

aad Sundey, 00 doprons o

B S e _
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-Many Co-Operated at Firel

THE 1968 fire will go down in history as a

splendid  example of
hundreds of men and
ganisations,

. Many of these people
worked side by side from
Thursday afierncon until
Sunday with very little rest
or sleep. There were imany
heroic acts and wunselfish
deeds as the volunteers
worked for a common cause
of quelling the fire.

When the fire started at
about 2.15 p.n. on Thurs-
day, the handful’ of men
and the couple of fire units
first at the scene were soon
joined by others who had
noticed the blaze. The For-
ests Commission threw sev-
eral units and a large work
force into attack at short

- notice.

From his office in Wo-
donga, Regional Officer of
the Country Fire Authority,
Mr. A. Haynes, was imme-
diately in radio contacl with
fire brigades all around the
,immediate districts. Hund-
reds of volunteers from
Myrtleford were rushed to
the scene, and in a short
time, convoys of fire units
“were racing through Myr-
tleford to the fire. The local
fire station was the scene of
great activity, where men
and equipment were quickly
mustered and sent to the
fire. The response was mag-
nificent. Within two hours,
every fire unit and private
unit was at the fire. Petrol
tankers, milk tankers and
many other vehicles were
used as water carts to keep
the supply up to the fire
units.

By this time, Mr. Haynes
had set up headquarters at
the Mudgegonga School,
and the PM.G. had instal-
led an emergency switch
board with several phones
at the school and at the

Mudgegonga - Hall, which
soon became a hive of ac-
tvity.

Just before dark, a large

co-operation between
women and many or-

convoy of fire units from
Sheppariton, Benalla and
Yarrawonga distriets ar-

rived on the scene. Forest
Commission units from sur-
rounding districts  joined
the local Commission units.

At daylight on Friday
morning, another convoy of
large, radio controlled fire
units from Ballarat, Frank-
ston, Dandenong and
Springvale arrived at the
fire and went straight into
action. Several bulldozers
were also taken to the fire
to prepare fire breaks.

By this time, the Mud-
gegonga school was seeth-
ing with activity. Maps of
the area were prepared,
radios were crackling con-
stantly, and phones were
ringing madly as messages
were passed back and forth
to the fire front.

A large team of police
were on the scene to control
traffic and to destroy cattle
which had been caught in
the flames; the S.E.C. were
busily engaged in repairing
damaged poles, and the P.
M.G. kept up a constant
vigil to ensure that mes-
sages got through without
delay. On the tennis court
at the rear of the school, &
huge radio van was set up
to maintain constant con-
tact with headquarters.

Top ranking officials from
the Forest Commission, the
Police Department and the
Country Fire Authority
were on the scene to organ-
ise the mass attack on the
fire.

Similar headquarters on a
smaller scale were set up
at  Rosewhite, 'Kancoona
and Dederang.

The Regional Officer was
joined by other Regional
Ofiicers, and the Assistant
Chief Officer of the Country
Fire Authority, Mr. C. H.
Howe, was also sent from
Melbourne because of his

s

knowledge of the area. On
Sunday, the Chairman of
the CF.A. (Brigadier Eas-
on), and the Chief Officer
(Mr. A. Pitfield) visited the
area. zone Officer, Mr. G.
Stork, was also amongst the
large contingent of C.F.A.
officials.

Local police spent many
hours on the job, and they
were joined by Supt. North
of Wodonga, and Supt.
Peach and Det. Waters, of
‘Wangaratta.

THE LADIES WERE
MAGNIFICENT

The ladies of the district
were magnificent. They pre-
pared thousands of meals at
the Mudgegonga Hall, the
Rosewhite Hall, the Deder-
ang Hall and a mobile kit-
chen in the Kiewa Valley.

Early on Thursday even-
ing, the local! Red Cross, the
Myrtleford Fire Brigade
Auxiliary, and the Mudge-
gonga ladies had set up shop
in the Mudgegonge Hall. A
spontaneous response for
food by the townspeople en-
abled the ladies to have
meals ready for the weary
firefighters within an hour:
Many other lady helpers
joined in, and the voluntary
effort snowballed until
practically every service
club and orgenisation in
the district were helping in
one way or another at
either Mudgegonga or Rose-
white, where the local lad-
ies had established their
headquarters in the hall.
District ladies from areas
such as Gapsted, Murmun-
gee, Bright and Porepun-
kah also joined in.

At about 11 o'clock on
Thursday evening the Red
Cross arrived from Mel~
bourne and set up medical
and sleeping quarters at the
Mudgegonga Hall, with huge
supplies of tinned food and
other goods.

A large team of St. John's
Ambulance men also arrived
on the scene to administer
first aid to the firefighters.

. i1

Several Civil Defen
also joined in, and” {here;
were several other volgfic
tary helpers involved. All of
these totled . tirelessly
throughout' the days and
nights which followed with
only brief rests—and ' they
are still there.

It was indeed a magnifi-
cent co-operative effort on
the part of hundreds of
voluntary workers, and all
are to be commended for
their unselfishness and their
willingness to help others in
distress.

WILD RUMOURS

During the course of the
fire there were many wild
rumours of firefighters being
badly burnt, and of the fire
escaping into other areas,
but fortunately very few of
these rumours were correct.
There were certainly some
cases of minor bwrns, and

the misfortune to crush his
foot in an accident with a
i bulldozer, but for such &
large work force and such
a fierce fire, the number of

indeed.

Publicity media
momentum to the rumours,
and it is unfortunate that

facts correct before presen-
ting it to the public.

One newspaper claimed
that four homes in Myrtle-
ford had been burnt.

A radio station reported!
that Eskdale and the Mitta'
Valley were being threat-
cned, .

A camersman went to &
great deal of trouble in set-
ting up a “stretcher case”
so that he could film an
action shot for his viewers.
It is doubtful if this one-

Had the cameraman gon¢ Lo
the fire front he wouald
have got plenty of authen-
tic shots that would have
had a .greater impact on

QK-+

one man from Bright had;’

scrious cases were very few

added|’

newshounds do not get their |

act farce fooled anybody.%:
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ENGIIGER AND MANAGER - g 8th February, 1968,

Copy to: ‘m;;w-;iu S |

DAVAGE TO PRIVATE PROPERTY - FIRE 1IN THE MUDGEGONGA AREA

Under sepm'ate cover I have forwarded you the "Border
¥orning 'nil" of Oth Februsry, 1958, which carries on the front
rage an article in wshich the opinion of Hr. Arthwr Hayes, Chief
Fire Officer of the Country Fire Authority's Region 24, is
expressed that a high wiltage electricity cable was the probable
cause of the Rosewhite fire which destreoyed 35,000 ecres of grass
and forest last wecke TIbllowing my talk with you by telephone
earlier today, I spoke with lr. C. Thompson of the Claims Branch,
giving him the following details.

¥re MePherson, the Officer-in-Charge Myrtleford, attended
2 gathering between poles 11 and 12 on the licks Spur at Mudgepongas
Ho was there at the invitation of Detective Waters and thers were
also precent a Mre Berteell, Forestry Officers - Yescrs. Squires and
Harrop aud members of the RHosewhite Fire Erigade - Mesars. Duncoczde,
MeQueen ard vialpole. It was stated that a ir. Hicks, Mrs. toods
ard itre almmle, who wore said to be the first to reach the site of
the fire, had all picked the area between yoles 11 amd 12 as the
place vhare the fire started.

Mrs YePherson made no statement, but other people expressed
the opinion that the cause of the fire was trees touching the
conductors. The trees were iunspected through field glasses, and it
soenod as though some of the twigs were dead. Uhen two trees were
fallen, mome twigs were found to be dead, and on one tree there were
signs of burnt woods Samples were taken by tha police, Forestry
officers, remresentatives of the Country Fire Authority ard nembers
of the Nocewhite Fire Brigade. The inspection took place on the
7th February. o samples were taken by the S.E.C.

The Officer-in-Charge zaid that the conductors appeared to
be about 5 feet about the tree tops just prior to them being fallen,
but ke had mot called anybody's attention to this, Hs further

- stated that the temperature the day the fire started was e; the order
of 110°F., end on the day the trees were felled, it was 80 F. It is
believed that the morumal sag for the span of 2,591 feet would de 70
feet at 120 .

¥ost of the country burnt was forest land but it is tlought

that some stock was lost. Inspector lorth of the Zbdonga Folice is
subzitting a report on the damage to the Chief Commissicner of mlicc-

mmmm, mw

/ ol

u.s.C.
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. . AGNeK: SP

2923
CHIEF CLAIMS OFFICER

ASSISTART SECRETARY 8th Pebruary, 1968.

Copies (6) of advices received today in connection with
Myrtleford-Mudgegonga fires are attached, as requested.

I have erranged for NMr, Thompson to investigate and
report on outbreak in company with Mr. Dooley and a representatlve
of Electricity Supply Department,

At

CHIEF CLAIMS OFFICER

Attach,
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Annexure: Comment by M. Gunter.

What Mudgegonga 1968 might tell us about Kilmore East 2009

1. The preceding pages contain evidence of a long SWER span (2591 feet or 790 metres) causing a major
bushfire in 1968, when it sagged into a tree-top during a heatwave. So clearly the SECV knew since 1968 of
this risk of long SWER spans. Due diligence on the part of the new private owners means that they should
have retained proper historical records of their newly acquired assets, and should have known the risks also.

2. The 1968 fire was not a subject of the 1977 Board of Inquiry into Bush and Grass Fires in Victoria, by Sir
Esler Barber. It was not referred to in Barber's historical references to the many fires caused by power line
sparks on 8" January 1969, but occurred forty-nine weeks earlier, in 1968.

3. However, as it involves a very long SWER span which sagged into trees, it may have parallels with the
2009 Kilmore East fire ignition point, which killed 119 people.

4. The 2009 Bushfires Royal Commission found that the 2009 Kilmore East fire started ONLY at Pole 38's
southern eye-bolt on the Pentadeen spur line|'|, within seconds of the unserviceable steel conductor
breaking, a kilometre to the east, at Pole 39.

5. At the VBRC hearings, expert witness Professor Rhys Jones stated categorically to Jack Rush that the
conductor broke at Pole 39 due to unspecified and unknown repeated stress events. Such failure, in his expert
opinion, was the only sort of stress to account for the type of metal fatigue failure of the (two remaining)
strands of high-tensile steel conductor.

6. Having myself walked Nanny's Gully beneath span 38-39 at Kilmore East since Black Saturday, I know
that the conductor passes closely over a tree top about 350 metres east of pole 38. If the conductor had
previously — including during the hours leading up to 1145hrs — been hitting against the (dead?) upper
branches of that tree, then travelling waves would have repeatedly and frequently been sent in both
directions along the wire to poles 38 and 39, where the “waggling effect” under the helical wrap termination
could have been just the sort of repeated stressor required, according to Professor Jones, to cause metal
fatigue failure. If Professor Jones is wrong about the type of fatigue, then decades of acolian vibration
become crucially relevant to the ultimate failure of the two rusty remaining strands, by way of (i) metal
fatigue directly due to the vibration; and (ii) fretting wearing away the zinc coating, allowing accelerated
rusting of the steel. The clevis and thimble being jammed with mis-aligned conductor have no relevance to
this scenario, unless — as Professor Jones said — it can be shown to have somehow “focussed” energy from
the travelling wave or aeolian vibration upon the ultimate point of failure.

7. 1 also know from local inquiries of a surveying business in the main street of Kilmore, that a detailed
survey has been undertaken of span 38-39, and this should give accurate data as to the clearance between the
(re-strung) conductor and the tree. The company name is Eric Salter Pty Ltd

8. VBRC witness Liz Jackson's detailed account of where she first saw smoke is significantly more
consistent with fire having broken out at sites up to 300 metres east of Pole 38, in addition to the (fairly)
good evidence of the fire having started at pole 38's eye bolt stay. Local landholders and CFA members
should be asked if a fire has ever started near that tree in years prior to Black Saturday. A retired SECV
employee who guided me on that walk is strongly of the opinion that the design of span 38-39 is inadequate
and penny-pinching, and should have been made shorter by the use of an extra pole down in Nanny's Gully.
His name is Kerry Shaw, and he is a submitter to the Royal Commission |*|. SPI Electricity, known as SP
Ausnet on Black Saturday, should URGENTLY be required by Energy Safe Victoria to review the span's
design, and prove that it cannot touch that tree under heatwave conditions. Stringing a new conductor and
adding vibration dampers is a half-baked response to this $3 billion man-made catastrophe.

1 A Single Wire Earth Return (SWER) line operating at 12,700 volts
2 http://royalcommission.vic.gov.au/Submissions/SubmissionDocuments/SUBM-002-051-0247 R.pdf
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