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Preface

Multiple large, fast-moving fires, in both grassy and timbered country have occurred on hot windy
days throughout the past 50 years in Victoria. Many fatalities have occurred. By far the worst day
for fatalities has been 7" February 2009, or Black Saturday. On that day 119 people were killed by
the Kilmore East firestorm, and two people were killed by the Beechworth-Mudgegonga firestorm
(in the middle of the night, so extreme was the fire behaviour!). The 2009 Bushfires Royal
Commission found that both these fires were started by sparks from power lines.

Many historical reports were made available to the 2009 Bushfires Royal Commission, including
Sir Esler Barber's report of his Board of Inquiry into the 1977 outbreaks. As in 2009, Barber's
investigations revealed a history of power lines causing fires, going back to at least 1969. The

Victorian electricity industry said after 1969 that it would fix trees and fuses. Barber found that it

did not, and that CFA failed to hold up its side of the bargain with the S.E.C. — to report trees close

to power lines, and to carry out regular inspections as required by the CFA Act.

What was not made available to the 2009 Bushfires Royal Commission — as far as [ am aware —
was the underlying detail behind Sir Esler Barber's 1977 report. This series “The History of
Electricity Fires in Victoria” aims to present that detail in the form of important sections of the
raw archival record from the 1977 inquiry. Notes, anaylsis and opinion added by me, endeavour to
place a sound technical interpretation, and draw lessons applicable to re-regulation of the modern
profit-driven electricity industry, especially to its major monopoly element, the monopoly
distribution “poles and wires” companies.

This is Part 3 in the series. Notes, analysis, opinion are on the last page. I believe careful study by
Victorian politicians and government agencies can lead to rational decision making to achieve
evidence-based improvements in public safety on Code Red days.

PROV archives are of variable quality, and it has been a challenge to render photocopies of
handwritten documents into legible and printable PDFs. Some pages in this document are difficult
to read. If anybody wishes to see original images, please contact mickgg(@suburbia.com.au and |
shall endeavour to make the camera's digital photos available to you. M.G.


mailto:mickgg@suburbia.com.au
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C.F.A, FIRE STATISTICS

Fires of 8.1.69 throughout Victoria.

1.
2.

Suspected 8.E.C. fires after 8.

1.
2.
3.

4.

Total

List

6.

7.

All fires

on that date.

Analysis of fires on that

Regieon 4
Region 5
Region 6
Region 7
Region 12
Region 15

Reglon 16

B, 1.69
8. 1.69
8. 1.69

26. 9.71

11.12.69
8. 1.69
1. 1.70

date.

TR
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1.6% compiled by Reglons.

7.4.77.
10.3.77.
9.4.77.
23,2.77.
12.2.77.
6.4.77.

26.2.77.

fire ban days indicated by underlining.

of total fires by regions 1969 to 1977.

Region 4.
Region 5.
Region 6.

Region 7.

Region 12.
Region 15.

Reqgicn 16.

Computer print out of all £ires in Victoria hetween

1.1.77 - 28.2.77.

Computer print out of fires in Victoria.

1.

LR

By Causes-attended by rural brilgades.

1.7.75 - 30.6.76.

1.7.76 - 30.4.77.

By Causes - attended by urbhan brigades.

1.7.75 - 30.6.76.

1L.7.76 - 30.4.77,

By risks - attended by rural brigades.

1.7.73 - 30.6.76.

1.7.76 - 30.4.77.

BY Flské'- attended by urban brigadea.

1.7.75 - 30.6.76¢.

1.7.76 - 30.4.77.

Selacted fires in Victoris 1.7.7% - 33.6.7e.

L

%3
8¢ 97



Fires caused by Lightning Strike,
Power Line.
Tree branches on power lines.
Spark from power line.

Pole fires - all caussas.
6. Selected fires in Victoria 1.7.76 ~ 30.4.77.

Fires caused by Lightning Strike.
Powar line.
Tree branches on power lines.

Spark from power line.

Pole fires - all causes.

FPires of 12.2,77 throughcut Victeria.
1. List of all fires on that date.

2. Analysis of fire causes on that date.

List of Total Fire Bam days 8.1.69 - 12,2.77.
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ANALYSIS OF FIRE CAUSES

Unknown or unspecified. - 1 1 2
S.E.C. Faole. 1 3 3
§.E.C. Power Lines.

Branch on line. . 1
Practor/Electrical

Electrical

Burning off

Previous Fire

Previous Burning OfE. 1
Spark from fire.

Chimney

Smouldering Hoots.

Bushfire.

Combustion 1

Children

Domestic Cause 1
Accidental mateh.

Cigarette.

Campers 1
Roadside.

Spark train:

Motor vehicle ar machine.

Rubbish tip.-

suspicious lines

Delliberate.

8,1.69
Total
7 15 18 for Stata

i2 4 6 116
1 9

3 5° 18
1

1 1

i 6 2 31
1 1 2 10
3

iz

5

1

1

1

i 2
2

1 &

1

1 4
1

2

1

1 9
2

1

2 5

20 19 12 246
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o7 Bl RALATS = Bta JuuhsY, 1960
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yd
[ Hime Area
rorted Con- Brigade Burnt Provable Caume
troliled
2’
1. 1320 1530 Bal arat City Emall Spark from fire
1514 1353 Ballarat Cit- Small Unknown
1020 1157 °  Hallarat Small Unknown
1306 1730 Ballarat 4 seres Electrical -
1350 1420 Ballarat Small Elactrical
1454 1515 Ballarat City Chimne: Chimney
1205 1240 Wendouree Swall Unknown
1054 110 Sebastonol Small Unknown
1400 1425 Ballarzt Small Unknown
0905 0g2d Ballarat City Ipot Unknown
2005 2034 Ballarat Stumps Frevicus Fire
1615 1okt Hallarasz Bmall nknown
1320 1435 3allarat Small Unknown
YWendouree Small Frevigus Fire
& 1305 1G5 Bendiga 2C0 tons Bushiire G
5 wood
1320 1335 Gulden square Rubbish Unknown
1247 1253 Golden Square Small Unknawn
oohLs 1053 Kangaras Flats 200 aeres Unknewn
1233 raky Goldexn Square Small Peliberote
1420 14%%C Lendiio Small Unknown
1720 17%3 bendi o Car Children - Match
3. 1116 121 Geelony Wegt Fouse K Unknown
uarame
Gu33 1010 -~ deelowns dest House Sleetrical
a1L3 0z46 Geelons Yest Factory Gas Cooker
1115 il}é horlane S acres I,U. Power lines
ogeo 0% 39 Forlane 3ipall B45.0s Fower Lines
153 1653 CGeelony Tele Set T.V. Set
1133 115 dgelonT Hedgze Unknown
1100 1230 Goroue ient 2 neres 548.C4 Fole
1220 labo Goleraine Bpot Onknown
10650 173G darruumbool Baekysrd  Combuation
leso . 1105 Hamilton Hed lway kailvay burn on
8leenera pravisus day.
obzo 1000 Hooraellin 10U acres oS«8.0. pole
CanG o515 Woorndoo 1 acrs 8.&.0x pole *
' Wourndoo 200 marsa  §.K.C. pole T
" 6900 W00 . Hexhan Ogprus  Nob Vaber Rewber a-.'?
2

I

&
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2040 2315
ad4s a910
oh30 1239
ofis 1530
-
1515 ic2k
0535 0550
0935 1000
1515
1500 1220
1330 1340
o745 24C0
€919 0o55
1000 1100
0930 1630
110¢ 1470
1030 1220
o700 1970
anxs TG0
- 1005 1608
0817 -
o8oo 1930
107
112 1125
B LI
b3 U5 1220
- e 10“?

ST TR S aN B CL A

-
winalow
V nteld F/Comm.
Covendigh

Apallo Bay
Golac
Irrewarrs
weering=-curack

Beeac

Kodewarra

anverleigh

Anplegen
Wapha Park
Bellbrae
Winchelsea

Little River, Lara

waurm Poods
\
dirvegurra

St. Lecnards

3t%t. Lzonards

dryedale
Torguay
SGantnocwburn
Larunan Morth
Lorne
Gnarwarrc

Teecdale

dannockburn-uhelford

ita iwriac

Gembroolk

lona

Lerrento
Haatings
Cranbourne
Criv Foint
Gontraville
&kya

Hamtirngn
#hiltiiy Ieland

*» acra Branch on power linea.
5000 acres Compers
Spot

Wwaolshed Unknown
Spot 5.5.0. pole
Swot 5.:Z+Ca pala
250 acres Unknown
Spot 8.5.C. pole
Mediun

Small = 3 Burning off
off

Small

600 acres

1 house - small

1l acre Unknown
30,060 Tnknown
ACTES.

2000 acrez Unkpown

50 acres S5.%.C. Power lines

-

Yacant Cigarette
House

Block

Rubbish Unlnown
Tip

780 mcres 3lectrical

625 acros  S5.2.C. ower lines

14,500 Grader

ACLESs )

hayshed Gombustion .
Unknown

U000 aeres 5.4.C. power lines

amall

umall
Small 5.8.0. powar lines
Spot

Small

% acran Unkcaoymn

Large sy




1210
1113
1430
1745

11k5

1015
ORlLs
0930
1000
1003
1200
0915
1130
1200

0900

1045
1145

1350
2100

1240
1300

1145
1250

1630
1L55
112¢

124b
1210
1400
ib3e
Lo

1750

1200
1200

1532
21bz

1525

1300

2130

1700

1130
1525
1140

_3_
dunyip
Koo -vWee-Hup
Kon=\lee-iup
Leng lang
Lang Lang
Cockatoo

Gembrook

Crankourne

Cranbourne

Sorrento

Yarragon

Loch

Lardner
Tagrwin Lower
Inverloch
Inverloch
Kingwak

tiortn diding
Toora
tHeehiyan
Fairbark-Ruby
Koonwarr:
Cape Patterson
Daraun
Tanakie
Lalicerville
Yanakie

Cranbourne

tLarwell
Horwell
Praral-on
Forwell
Morwell Lorth

Hewmeralla

vangara

Buxton
Hroadford

wo¥MUUT

Woacro

i acres
1 acre
Spot

¥ acre

5 acre &
house
% acre

Spot

¥ acre
5mall
Bmall
60 acres
Small

7 acres
Small

1 acre
1l agre
small

3 acres
Small
Smzll
dpot
Spot
Spot
Spot
Spot

2§ acres
Spot
Smell
drall

10 acrea
800 pcres

800 acren

% ucre

2 aeres

G.8.0. power lines
Unknown
Electrical
Unknown
Eleactrical
Elgetrical

Previous roadside
burns.

Started in houss

Unknown

Blectrical
Previcus burn off
Previocusz burn off.
Frevicus burn off
Electrical
Unknown

Previocus burn off
Previows burn off
furning off
Unxnowrn

Smouldering rocts

Oxy Cutter

Unknown
Unknown
Inknown
Sopark previgus fire

Previous burn off

Elcetrical

Froa previous bufs

tloctricel

Vehicle on Righway



1215
1500
1000

1300
1230
1200

1133
1274
1127
1152
1020
1035
1045
1400

1300
1035

1015
1140
12hi

2hao/3)
2006/9)

1525
1225
1035

1400
1255
1225

1234
1304
1137
1157
pReLte)
164G
1110
1605

1210
1430

1200
1600

2100

J100

13:¢

1500712

1134
1515

=h=

deynour 25 mcres  Railway burn previous
day.
Larnoo 250 810, Tracter & Header.
miles
Acheron Small
Alexandra
Trawool Small
Glenbinane 3 acraa Unknown
Flowerdale From previous burn off
Disamond Sreek Unknown
Lilydala Frevioug burn off
Lilydale Unkrnown
Lilrdale . Elasctrical
Warrandyte 400 acres  Unknown
{approx.)
Upwey % acrae Spark previcus fire
Belrrave Spot Electrical
He lgrave . Spot Spark previous fire
Eb. dvelyn - - Electrical
Horonia ) Unknewn
Soronia Spot Unkne wi
toronia Spot Blectrical
Gruyera Stemps Burning off
ailven upot Hopdzide
Yiooroolbark % acre Unknown
Gruyure 1 acre durning off
Warrandyte Unknown
Litham -
Warrandyte Large
Warrzndyte Epot Unknown
Jottles dridge 600 ncres
Wonpoe ek Small fondeide
Shristnas 4ilis HMedium
Boronia cuilding Jleetrical
Reuerrcn ¥ acre Electrical
Lunawading b nercs Cnknown
Orcnard
=z1tham
diamond Creci 1RO Delilborate
acrea
Hiamond Croek SV mcren Unknown
dhitllegea Small Unknown

Rowsley 4 pcres Burn off
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1035 1060 Lucchus Marsh Rubbiah Unknown
Iip
090¢ 913 Sunbury % acre Unknown
0930 1040 Sunbur} 3 acrec Cigarette
1065 1715 Sunbury 1000 neren Spoark previouws fire
1115 1120 Arthur's Creek % acre Electrical
1535 1830 Sauth horeng 300 acres  Suapicicus
circumstences.
N, -11k5 1200 uydenhan S acres Children - metches
1400 1900 Whittlesea 120 acres S.E.C. power linea
* Whittleces Smull Burn off
Larwan Small EBurn off
Sy denham Small Spark from train
1100 1900 Truganina . 70,000 5.8.0. Fower line
acres
Coimadai . Rubbica Unknown
tip.
Bulla
0930 945 helton  acre 5.4.U. Power lines
1700 1716 felton B Small 5.4.C. Fower lines
1340 1515 ielton : . ¥ acre Unknown
1815 1E3 Toolern Vale 1 acre deliberate _
Werribee ¥ mcre Slectric light pole
08us 2100/8  Darraweit Guim
Yoodend
1630 1040 C.unbal = Creek ¥ acre Unknowt
Learmonth 1% acTes Flectrical
Learmanth F acres BElecirical
L2090 Dawn/9Y Ouvlesniord Lurge rlecirical
Bareek uh:; Soupm 30 acres Deliteraie
- Tylaoen 20 acres linknawn
Carisesrook 5 verec Deliberate
salnsbury Small surn off
falibet rower line fallure
1000 ht, Gomeron 10,000 5.2.L- power linhe
ucres
Tiawnte-ud 500 meores  Gleetrical
ifgpburn
LA cunG irers Hestl Lmall Fouwer lines blown
down.
09 .0 fe T emenlan Small Blectrieal
dewstoad 1 nere Slectrical
Henolzas Bui 1ding Nnltnewn
Ciners deut & scren blown fnse S«n.l.pole
Wendanroe ¥ acre daunl. Wires

Minepr Reot W ecre Foesible S.d.C.wives
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ATarat Elesctrical
1530 2030 ATOTAEL 3500 seres Tractor=-slectricgl
Yalla-Y-Foora 000 macres Electrical
1435 Dunikeld~Halls Gan Bmall
F/Comm.
Dadswall Ja'.'cidp:e 2 mcran Unknown
Dadswell Bridge Spat Burning Fillow
Buangor Small Burn off
Fomogol Spmall Unknown -
' Tatycon Spot Y.E. bura aff
950 Harnoo
0950 1015 Challicum South
1110 Dayindeen
17. lg Reports,
13. 153G 1545 liyah Jest Shed & Unknown
Contents
1335 1542 Chinkapaok GO0 acres Unknown
Hyah West Motor Cycle — beckfire of motor
19. 1302 1500 S5t. Arnaud Hedium
1130 1$19 Borung Small
040 COED Gre Gre Village Small Unknown
20. 1015 1115 Lonald 5 avres Sriquette HWS
1530 1540 Fyramid #ill % acre Roadside vehicles.
2le. Ziphirgstone 5.2.0. power line
1315 1853 lhuldon Large
' Derwent Gully 200 neres Unknown
Kangirao Flat Small
. Jarklin 100 meres C.R.B. Zotary ace
Jarklin 00D ™ EnLgh or cigaretiv
1Zha 1414 Castlemaineg Small Unicnown
Castlemuineg 4 acrea Un) vown
Castlemaine Saot Subpish Tip
Kangaroo Flat Yip Rubbish tip
1000 Beary wagoon.
22- 1100 1560 Wathalla Medium Unknown
. 1350 1520 Sehuca Small Lnknewn
1205 1270 achuca Hmall Unk nown
Waaia 1 mcre Unknown
Yon Unknown

Coniambo dmall Ciparetie



25

24 .

26,

vgz8
1003
1048
1250
1543

1215

1108
1045
1010
1635
1208
1200

1020
1038
1058
1354
1764

1315

1120
1Ces
101%
11C3
1h32
1230

-7

Bowsar

Wanigaratta
Wongaratta
Wangaratta
Wangeratta

Taton:

Chiltern
Grpeted, Yackandandah,
Myrtleford

Bowneans Murmungee

Franzeton
Vhelaea
dandenang
Doveton
Dandenotif
Skye
Springvale

Bxringvale

10 oores
1¥: acros
Small
Medium
Building
1/10 acre

2 acres
16,000

acres

small
3hed
Small
Small
10 acres
4 acres

Spot

Spot

Whesat truck
Blagtrical
Elsctrical
Unknown

Children - matche.

Blectrical

Electrical

Wheat Harvester

Unknown
Unknown
Unknowa
UnknowWwn
Inknown
Unkno wi
Accidental
{Match)

Electrical
{3/C Heter}a
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Pire Statlsticam

COUNTRY FIRE AUTHORITY

REGION 12,

= Fires caused by, or fovelving S.E.C., Trensoiseion |

Equipment .
Date. Brigade Tine | Type of Fire Siza Cause.
14/42/65 | Tallsrock 2330 Tree Spot Power lines Tubbing in branchee
8/ 1/71 | Heathcote | 4030 | Tree & Grass Spot " - r
30/ 1/71 | Alexandra | 2130 | Tree & Gress Spot Tree over power lines,
18/19/%4 | Broadford Pole Spat DOnknowna
45/ 2/72 | Eildon Pole Epot Unknown.
7d 1/ 74 Eillden Grass Spot Fowerlina.
4/ 2/7% | Plowerdale| 1135 Serub Spot Powerline,
27/42/7% | Eilden 4225 truss Spot Powerlines.
19/ 2795 | Taggerty |-1630 Serub Spot Powerlines.
BY 5/75 | Eildon 0950 Pale Spot Short circuit.
&/ 2/76 | Yarck 2230 Grass Medium Powerlines,
&/ 3/76 | Broadford | 1800 Grass Medinm Pole.
14/ 12/76 | Avenel 22077 Grass _‘ Medium Crossarm broke: 1 Fatality.
22/42/76 | Glenmaroua | 1330 Grass Small Branches blown over powerlinme.
14/ 1/77 | Byalong 0030 Pole Spot Burning Crossarm.
=467 177 | Tea 2045 drass Small Broken crossarm 22Kv. line.
29/ 1/7? | Seymour 1940 Grass Large Branchffell on H.V. linea
29/ 177 | Yarck 1630 Grasss Small Poweprlines arcing.
1) 2/77 | Yarck 4500 Grass Spot Powerlines arcing.
1) 2/7? | Eildom 1650 @Arass Snall Powerlines arcing.
1/ 2/77 | Eilden 2115 Grass Spot Powerlines arcing.
3/ 2/77 | Avenel 1154 Gress Spot Poles
3f 2/77 | Acheron Pole Spot Brace arced on fusea.
> 3f 2f1 | Acherom Pale Spot Rekindling of previocus fire.
Lo 42/ 2777 | Taggerty | 1745 Grass Spot

Arcing of private service.




FIRES IN REGION 15 SINCE 15T JANTARY 1960

Probable. canses to do with S.E.C.

Information taken from Fire Occurrence Records

Total Humbher of Firea: 5O

Break up zs follows:—

Lines touching - ‘14

Lines falling to ground - 3
Contagt with trees - 9
Fusezs - 3

Pole fires - 13

Birds and carg - 5

Burning off by 5.E.C. = 2
Maintenance Crews - 1



N,

8/1/69

8/1/69

28/12/69

30/1/70

15/2/70
5/2/70

25/1/71

¥
! 26/1/72

\

'20‘2521

/2,72
8/4/72
3/5/72

17/7/72
23/12/72

16/1/75%

12/4/7%
MM/

26/5/74

BRIGADE

Miner's Reat

Smeaton
Mt. Cameron
TOWH FIRE)
Learmonth
Newatead
wWendouree

Hiner's Rest

Carisbrook

Wallace

Waubra
Miner's Rest
Moolort
Daylesford

Scarsdale

Lindon
Hewstead
Elaine

Miner's Rest

HMt. Buninyong

Waubra

Scarsdale
Cardigan

Clunes

REPGRT
T

&
56
8
34
59

16

63

40

36

29

18

14

1
21

0900 2 ha.
0915
0945 23,350

1000

1350 120 ha.

00

1150

1200

124G

0600

2315

1400

1650

1830
1500

1220

1000

1800
1350

1930

G130
1500

1230

CAUSE

Power linea touching

Grass = 8po%
Treaaa over power line

Wire fell to ground

Grasa - gpot
Trees over S.E.C.
lineg

Grase & hay shed
Power lines tauching

Graas and spot '
S8.E.C. lines touching

Grass - apot
5.E.C. lines touching

Grass and pole - spot
S.E.C. lined touching
tree.

Grass - spot fire
5.E.C, fuse

Damaged equipment
sent to Melbourne for
investigation .

Tree
S.E.C. wires touching

Hedge - spot
S.E.C. wire in hedge

Grass and spot
Birds in 5.Z.C. lines

Grass and scrud - spo
Broken line

Pole fire

Grasa - gpot
S5.5.C. fuse

Grass - spot
5.8.C. buro off

Tree
5.E.C. burn 2ff

Pole top fire

Grass = spot
Trees on Fower Lines

Grass and spot
Tree on power line

Pole fire

Grass - spot
Fallen 3.8.0. wire

Troe
HB.E.C. wirus in
contact wich tres




12/8/75
29/1/75

26/2/75

50/;/?5
40026
.« a0z
RV
5/1/76
&/1/76
5/2/76

1242426

6/3/76
7/3/76
29/5/76

4/11/76

&6/12/76
18/12/76

*
5/2/77

12/2{2?

12/2/

Newatead

Mannibadar
Ascot

Moolort

Clunes
Carisbrook
Scarsdale
EKynston
Clunes
Wellace
Napoleons
Scaredale

Mannibadar

Campbells Ck,

Newlyn-Dean

Newstead
Cariaﬁrock

Smeaton

Cardigan
Nowtown

wallinduc

'ieﬁﬁéggﬁ-cnhssx FIRE)

12/2/77

12/2/77

13/2/77

Waubra

Springhill

Newlyn-Dean

21

43

26

49

22

e5

10

33

24

28

16

43

34

1630
15

2300

0510
1600

1530

1420

0030

1330

0930

1400

0545

1930
1455

1200
1540

2140

1930

1300

1310

1350

1445

o400

5 ha.

50 ha.

5 ha.

100 ha.

55 ha.

1300 ba.

B.E,C, pole

|
Grass fire - epot
B.E.C. linesa touching:

Graas — epot
Bwan hit power lines

8.E.C. pole

Grass end hay y
8.E.C. wires touching

Grass
S5.E.C. pole fire

Grass spot fire
Tresa over power line

Treae
Car hit 5.E.C. pole

Grase |
S.E.C. wires touching

Grass = spot
S5.E.C. pole

Graas

S5.E.C. worker- on
maintenance worke.
Pole fire

Pele fire

Gregs and spot
Cprane hitting power
line.

Pole fire

Grass fire - spot
5.E.C. wires touching

Graas = spot :
S5.E.¢. lines touching®

Grass - spot
S.E.C. insulator
broken

Graaa .
S5.E.C. wires touchiag

Grass - spot
8.E.C. pole fire

Graag and large fire
8.E.C. fuse

Grase & 3crub
8.E.C. wires touching
Trees involved

Grasa & Bpot
S8.E.C. wires touching

Yole fire




/2,77 Né;lyn-Dean

64777 HMoolort

. 29/1/77 . Eooroocheang

38

15

12

1730 5 ha Grass
5.E.C. wires touching
1000 Graas - spot
S.E.C. Pole
1430 Grass -~ spot
B5.E.C+ Tuse
R.W. Dixon

Reglonal OFficer




r’ EIRES TN REGION 16 FROM 2n4 AUGEST 1969

WHICH ARE _SUSPECTED TD HAYE BEEN CAUSED WY

S-E.C. FPOWER LINES OR INSTALLATION

DATE BRIGADE 'R_E::[gH%TS TIPE OF FIRE DETAILS OF CAUSRE
1/1/70 | Asphitheatre 2t Grass Hhe. Treas fell on Power lins
w Maroona A0 Grama 12 ke, | 5.E.C. Lina in contact with tree branch,
19/2/71 | Ararst Urban A Grass 5,E.C. Pols Fuae
2/1/73 | lake Bolac 9 Grass Falleh Power Linea,
6/1/73 | Willaura Uprban 5 Orags 3.E.0. Power Llnes,
11/2/73 | Amphitheatrs 13 Grass Fallen Wire.
2/12/73 | Stayell Urban 76 Bailding High winda ¢aused tree to fall and
bring doun S5.E.S. idne.
2/12/73 | Stawell Rural 26 Grasa Tree Over Power Line.
3/1/7, | lake Balae 17 Grass 5.52.0. Fola Top Pirs.
27/12/74 | Azphitheatre 22 Crags S5.E.C, Wires,
21/1/75 | Arerat Rural 44 Grasa 8.5.0.
5/3/75 | Btawell Rural 51 Foreat Fallen Powsr Line. a-
11/12/95 | Lexton 20 firass 5,E.C. Fault
13/1/76 | Yarcona a Grass 8.5.5, Fanlt
14{2/‘?6 Streathan 2 Grass S.E.5, Fanlt
15/2/76 | Stawell Pural 72 Girass Fallan Power Line.
4/2/16 | Skipton [ Grass 5.E.C. Power Line.
4f3/76 | ¥ininera 3 Pole & Grass | Cross Arm Fire.
21/4/76 | Great Western 23 Crass 5.E.%, Power Linme.
14/12/76 | Wallaloo Bast 3 Grass Pole Czp Lifted Off, Line cage down on
. Cattle,
23/12/76 | Ararat Rural Pole Broken Gross Arm.
el Streatham ] Grases S.E.0. Linesa
9ﬁ2£".~‘7 Callawidda 28 Craag 3.E.C. Power ldnpes.
12/2‘7‘7 Avoen 53 Grass Power Lines.
122097 | Ararat Urban 82 Grasa Broken Fower Line.
13/1/77 | Crest Western 22 Grass Broken 3.E.C. Power Line.
29/1/1 | Azphithestre 51 Craag 5.8.0, Yires.
2672/ Stawell Pale Pole Top Fire.
. 12/2/77 | Tatyoon Grass Tres Fell on Powsr Line,
i

TOTAL ... 29.




' . REGION 4

FIRE OCCURANCES

- PERIOD ' CALLS §.E.C.
1.7.1968 - 30.6.1969 56 3
1.7.196% - 30.6.1970 71 2

- ——1.7.1970 ~ 30.6.1971 . 113 10
. 27,1971 - 30.6.1972 115 1
1.7.1972 - 30.6,1973 187 4
1.7.1973 - 20.6.1974 ’ 127 7
1.7.1974 - 30.6.1975 . 170 14
1.7.1975 - 30.6.1976 ' 165 7
1.7.1976 - Date 131 15
1135 53
REGION 5 )
YEAR HNO,. OF FIRES REPORTED HO. 5.E.C. SUSPECTED
CAUSE
1969 30 15
1970 170 3
1971 130 2
1972 247 : 1s
1973 208 25
N 1974 231 30
1975 231 20
1976 253 31
1977 (to date) 111 26
1671 173
REGION 6
1969 53 9
1970 a3 9
1971 104 2
- 1972 166 10
. 1973 . 142 . . oo .20,
| SR 1 7 T 1Y AT I SR
1875 162 20
1976 222 22
1977 (to date) jﬁ%i < 17 o




1206 118
REGION 7
YEAR NO. OF FIRES REPORTED NO. QF 5.E.C. SUSPECTED
26.9.71 ~ 30.6.72 131 - 9
1.7.72 - 30.6.73%" 297 12
1.7.73 ~ 30.6.74 208 19
1.7.74 - 30.6.75 364 21
1.7.75 ~ 30.6.76 356 ) 46
1.7.76 - 30.6.77(to date)32¢ 12
1676 119
REGION 12
196%-70 110 1
1970-71 . 192 2
1971-72 128 2
1972-73 135 0
1073-74 78 2
1074-75 234 3
1875-76 273 2
1976=77 (to date) 218 13
1368 25
REGION 13
YEAR ~ NO. OF FIRES REPORTED NO, OF S.BE.C. SUSPECTED
1969 119 8
1870 140 3
1971 192 2
1972 226 6
1973 147 2
1974 145 2
1975 305 4
1376 . 165 , 13
“7 441977 (to date) C 226 - - . oo .- L9
1665 -

REGION 16



4 3.

- 1965/7¢0 56
1970/71 T 166

1971/72 122

1572/73 156

1973/74 146

. 1974/75 _ 260
1975/76 270

1876/77 (to date) 192

.
1268

L T R P~ R ]

10

29



/rmazn, GRASS,

Fl.

SCRUB_FIRES ATTENDED 12TH FEBRUARY,

1977

RURAL REPORTS

REGICH BRIGADE

ARRIVAL CEASED TYPE

SUSPECT CAUSE

TR N N N A ST Y NNT N T T YT T R

W om0

10

13
13

13.

13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14

TS

15
15
15

Coleraine
Coleraine
-Marino
Mepunga East
Naringal
Wacdhouse
Mortlake
Rawkesdale
Strathmore
Nth. Byaduk
Benshurst
Weerite
Cressy

Boorcan

Weering-Emak (Beeac)

Lismore/Mingay

Little River/Balliang

Phillip Island
Phillip Island

Baxter
Flinders
Somerville
Baxter
Trafalgar
Valencia Creek
Mallacoota
warrandyte
Mt. Evelyn
Mt. Evelyn
Hoddles Creek

Upper Ferntrae Gully

Rowville
Hoddles Creek
Macedon
Sydenham
Epping
anﬁey
‘Greenvale
Cardigan
Spring Hill
Carlebrogk

09lig
1110
1032

1530
1100
1315
1330
1320
1222
1305
1430
1130

1500

1430
154090
1602
1730
2315

1230
2150
1820
1735
1415
1500
2045
1753
1825
1835
06355
1933
1930
2130
15390
1635
1703
1500
145¢
1300
1445
lige

0g40
1330

1615
1200
1515
1409
1830
1515
1840
1530
1200
1530
1723
1200

1800
02480

(13/2/77)

1245
2320
1920
2000
1500
1800
2230
1820
1840
1840
osco
1950
1945
2245
1700
1700
1501
1503

1745

1700

1500

Timbex

Grass

Grass

Grass

Timber
Planetion
Grass

Timber

Grass

Grass

Grass
Grass/Building
Grass

Grass

Grass

Grass

Grass

Grass
Grass/Vehicle

Grass
Scrub
Grass
Grass
Grags
Grass/Serub
Scrub
Secrub
Grass
Grass
Windrow
Grass
Grass
Windrow
Serub
Serub
Scrub
Timber
Plahtation
Grass
Grasse
Grass

Unknewn.
§5.E.C.
5.E.C.
5.E.C.
5.E.C.
5.E.C.
5.E.C.
S.E.C.
5.B.C.
S.E.C.
unknown .
5.BE.4.
Vic.Railways.
5.E.C.
5.E.C.
5.E.C.
5.E.C.

Car Exhaust.
vehicle

UnKnRQWn .
Unknown.
Deliberate.
Unknown .
Cigarette.
Unknown.
Unxnown .
Chileren.
5_.E.C.

E.E.C.
Previous burh.
ArsSon.
Unknown.
Previous burmn.
5.E.C.

S.E.C.

Mini Bikes.
Pravicus burn.
8.E.C.

5.E.C.

5.E.C.
Unknown.




15.
15

15
15
15
15
15
16
16
16
16
19
21
23
26
26

W owm o W e b

e i il e i~
[T "N N U I S ¥t R PR =

Carisbrook
Tylden

Scarsdale
Greendale
Werneth-Crassy
Waubra

Creswick

Avoca

Marnoa

Pura Pura
Tatyoon/Streathen
Inglewood
Woodstock West
Wangaratta Scouth
Hampden Park
Reysborough

Ballarat
Ballarat City
Bendigo
Geelong City
Portland
Hamilton
Cranbourne
Dromana

Mo

Sale

Lilydale
Montrosa
Scoreshby
Upwey

Bacchus Marsh
Helton
Sunbury
Stawell

Mooroopna

131¢
1545

1310
lgzp
1350
1445
13lo
1405
1318
1255
1320
2330
1520
1655
1B12
1605

1400 Grase
0250 Secrub

{13/2/77}

1790
1915
2000
1843
2045
L1700
1320
1645
l9s2

Grass /Serab
Grass
Grass
Grass
Grass/Forest
Ecrub
Grass
Grass
Grass
Grass
1630
1830
1819

Grass
Grass/Scrub
Grass
Grass

URBAN REPORTS

1550
1438
0058
1552
1210
1325
1925
1940
1456
2000
1705
1140
1532
0837
1855
1745
1528
1525

1600 Grass
1509 Grass
0108 Grass
1618 Grass
1240 Grass
1420 Grass
2023 Grass
2010 Timber
1515 Grass
2045 Grass
1720 Grass
1215 Grass
1552 Grass
0958 Grass
1915 Grass
2015 Grass
1536 Grass
1630 Grass

50 minGrass

duration.

Unknown.
Deliberate,

S.E.C.,
Cigarette.
5.E.C.
8.E.C.
Deliberate.
S5.E.C.
tnknown .
S.E.C.
5.E.C.
Unkrnown
5.E.C.
Unknown .
Children.
Unknowr .

Unknown .
Children.
Unknown.
Unknown .
5.E.C.
S.E.C.
Onknown.
§.E.C.
Unknown .
Peliberate,
S.E.C.
Unknown .
Cigarettie.
5.E.C.
Unknown.
Onknown .
Unknown .
Unknown.
8.E.C.



F2.

ANALYSIS OF FIRE CAUSES 12.2.77

Unknown

S.E.C.

Railways

Car Exhaust )
Vehicle ;
Deliberate
Cigarette
Children
Previous Burn

Mini Bike

RURAL UREAN TOTAL
14 10 24
28 [ 34

1 - 1
1 - 1
1 - 1
4 1 5
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Notes, analysis and opinion

1. In the 19609 fires, it is reasonable to assume that where the cause is stated as “electrical” probably
half of these will be due (on hot windy days) to the private power lines of SEC customers. SEC set
the standard for private power lines, and 1969 was a time when “spreaders” were not required for
them, nor were they required to go underground..

2. If it is possible for CFA to review all the fire reports for 8/1/69 and 12/2/77, it would be useful to
determine how many of the “unknown” or “unspecified” started in an exposed location, at a time of
high gusty winds, and how many of them started within 30 metres of bare power lines. Those fires
could then reasonably be assumed to have had power lines as a potential or even likely cause.

3. These statistics seem to demonstrate that in the late 1960s and 1970s the S.E.C.'s rural electricity
infrastructure was responsible for five to ten percent of all fires in the western half of Victoria. The
2009 Bushfires Royal Commission was told that in the latter years of the 20™ century only one
percent of fires were being caused by powerlines. Either the S.E.C. did a commendable job fixing
the problem before it was privatized in 1994|'|, or somehow the “goal posts” of what is regarded as
causation by electricity distribution assets have moved. The 2009 Bushfires Royal Commission
heard evidence from engineering experts that the rural electricity distribution network is going
to become more fire-prone as it ages up to and beyond its service life. This is of particular
concern for very old and inefficient Single Wire Earth Return (S.W.E.R.) high voltage power lines.

4. Objective Data: In future, if CFA volunteers were required to keep diaries of their call-outs
every summer, making an entry of what they thought was the cause of each fire, we would very
quickly have valuable statistical data to verify or refute the electricity industry's claim to be causing
only one percent of CFA's fires in recent years. Volunteers whose “day job” is with the electricity
industry would be excluded from such a survey. Further, they would be required not to discuss
cause with other members attending any fire, and especially required not to have any influence on
the writing-up of the fire report.

5. It is remarkable how few arson cases feature in the statistics. It is enough to make a
reasonable person wonder whether the culture of delinquent male youths has changed over the past
33 years, or if the police force's heavy focus on costly arson investigations — in terms of man-hours
of interviewing and form-filling — is somehow a sop to the Police Association's members and their
overtime payments. Since Black Saturday 2009, it has been an extremely high-profile aspect of
Task Force Phoenix for Victoria Police to hold several media conferences chronicling the number of
interviews completed, the number of members being deployed, the number of man-hours expended,
in their quest to find an arsonist.

6. There has been no obvious commensurate effort on the part of Victoria Police to bring to justice
the people responsible for the 119 deaths caused by the high voltage span 38-39 that broke at
Kilmore East, 7" February 20009.

M. Gunter
North Melbourne
January 2011

1 Presumably by the deployment of modern silicone-filled HRC fuses and plastic “spreaders” on low voltage lines.



