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Preface

Exhibit 202 consists of seventeen pages, all of which were photographed, processed, and are
presented here. The Inquiry transcript reveals that the statistics and text of Exhibit 202 were
prepared by Neil Harrison Kirk, S.E.C. assistant chief claims officer. Kirk makes no mention of any
claims against the S.E.C. for loss of life|'|. Apologies that due to technical limitations, the text of
this exhibit is image-only so cannot be “cut & paste” by word processing or spreadsheet programs.
Image quality is such that OCR software is very unlikely to yield useful results either. Further
discussion is contained in endnotes on pages 20 to 24. (This includes Annexure A)

1 Sir Esler Barber in his 1977 report, 4.6.04 on page 96 indicates 'disastrous' 1969 fires, many caused by the S.E.C.,
but of the twenty-three fatalities, seventeen were certainly NOT due to power lines: these were the motorists trapped
on the Geelong Road by the Lara fire, which was started by vehicle exhaust igniting roadside grass
(http://www.cfaconnect.net.au/news/looking-back-with-alan-burgess.html). It remains to be discovered (by this
author) whether any of the remaining six fatalities were caused by fire sparked by power lines. Candidate
“electricity fires” include Rodborough (70,000acres), Edington (30,000acres), Gnarrwarre (3,000acres), Torquay
(625acres), Newmaralla (800acres), Whittlesea (120acres), Truganina (30,000acres), Mt.Cameron (10,000acres),
Werribee North (6,000acres), Newstead (500acres), and Yalla-Y-Porra (7,000acres). If and when data comes to hand,
it will be published in this series. Anyone with information in this regard please email me:

mickgg@suburbia.com.au M.G.


http://www.cfaconnect.net.au/news/looking-back-with-alan-burgess.html
mailto:mickgg@suburbia.com.au

HOTES
Statictice - Fires Allegedly Involving SEC 8/1/58 - 30/3/77

The statistics have been produced from reports received of fires alleged
caused electrically or by the SEC.

Hat all fires are reported but it may be accepted that all significant
fires are reported. In 1969 and 1977 more fires were reportad than
would otherwise be the case because of specific requests for all reports
for certain periods.

The results or consequences of "faults" are purely fortuitous and "“faults"
which do not cause fires, outages or damage are not reported.

For the period 8/1/59-30/3/77 399 fires were reported. It is understood
this would represent only a very small percentage of the total fires

from a1l causes over this period.  About half only involved an area of

a few sguare yards. 111 or 29% of them occurred on two days - 8/1/69
and 12/2/77.  The balance 288 or 71%, an average of about 15 per year
cccurred over the roughly 1B8-year period.

Region Schedule
South YWestern 130 or 32% - 2 days (8/1/69 & 12/2/77) 26 and balance 104

North Lastern 83 or 21% - 2 days ! " g " " 75
Northern and

Midland 50 or 13% - 2 days n " 17 n 33
Eastern

Metropalitan 44 or 11% - 2 days " n 20 " u 24
Mid Western 27 or 7% -7 days " " 17 " n 10

Other 5 Regions all less than 20 or 5%.

\Himmera and Mallee had none on the two bad days.

Size Schedule

over 10 000
acres 7 out of 9 {2%) cccurred on the two bad days

1000 and under
10 000 acres 10 out of 12 {3%) occurred on the twe bed days

100 and under
1000 acres 11 out of 37 (9%) occurred on the two bad days

75% of fires were less than 10 acres. e ey

RURAL FIRER
BOARD OF @iiay

EXHIBIT W2
DATE 13- 3-7%




Alleged Cause Schedule
Trees

Failing 83 or 21%) _
Contact 51 or 12%) 134 - 33

B/1/69 & 12/2/77 - 53 or 13% - balance 81 - 20%

out of 111 or 25% on those 2 days.

Probably a further 16 or 4% involving trees are included in other categories,
e.g. low voltage clashing - high voltage fuses.

Conductors Clashing

Low Voltage only 58 or 14%) 67 - 15%
Others g or 2%)

8/1/6% & 12/2/77 - 34 or 8% - balance 33 - 8%

out of 111 or 29% on those 2 days.

Fuse Operations

High voltage 37 or 9%)

Low voltage 5 or 17) 92 - 11%

B/1/69 & 12/2/77 - 7 or 2% - balance 35 or 9%

On the two bad days 111 fires were reported of which 5 were caused by some
outside agency.

Of the remaining 106, 53 involved trees, 34 conductors clashing and 7
fuse operations. The next highest category is miscellaneous and this
includes the Strathmore low voltage clashing or clamp-cn fuse and
Mingay L.A. fires.

Files relating to incidents occurring prior to 1967 have been destroyed.
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PRIZ06
PRI217
PRIZLS
PRI2Z6
PR1227
PRI268
PR1279,
PR1365
PR1376

‘PR1392
PRI421

PR142Z5

PR1426

Pi1441
PRISIL

PRL729

PRI723

PR1743

PR1746
PR1784
PRYT44
PR1749
PRI778
PRI761
FRITSZ
PRIF79
PR2076
PR2060
PE2018
PR20Z5
wR2pst

" PRAO7S

1959 ¥0 30 MARCH 1977 INCLUSIVE

BATE
1771459
LB/1/55
18/1/59
872159
L3f2/59
1312739
11/5/58
25f1459
1710439
23710459
23/11/59
23712159
Des 39
L7160
972160
10/3/60
24/12/60
21/1/61
2241461
28/1/61
442761
1442461
1442461
1842761
2242461
22/2¢61
243761
2L/10¢41
71762
16/1/62
26/1/82
28/2/62
1/3(&2
14/3/62
4/9/62
I112i§2
/1783
iftlea

LOCALLTY

Cobden (SW)

Routh Purrumbete (SW)
Merricks North (EM)
Kyteton [NE&M)

Bung Bonp (H&M)
Gapeted (NE)
Merwell {G)
Semerville [EM}
Marrandyte {EM)
Tyrendarra (SW)
Lismore (5W}
Wandin North (EM)
E1l Dorado f{NE}
Lonctrigan {HE}
Woodend {MN&M)
Thoemagtown {EM)
Branxcholme {SW)
Campardown (SW)
Trawalla {MW)
Swanpool (SW)
Firron Yallock (SW)
Dunkeld {SW})
Buffalo River {(G)
Lismore (SW}
Seymour (HE)

Buffalo River [{4))

. Colae (8W)

Rat ioka (HE)
Keilor (ME)
PFigala (NE)
Lismors (SW)
Bostocks Crask (EW)
Warrong (SW)
Warcong (5W)
Mt Elizs (EN)
Kinypanisl (W}
Mokepillay (w)
Ruroa (T

GRASS FIRES ALLECEDLY CALSED BY TIE COMMISSION

ALLEGED CAUSF

HY contacting pale top
HY contacking ploe trees
Hv coﬁ:actins CYPTEBA [Yées
AV fell

Limb fell onco HY

Faulty liquld Filled HY fuse
Buening off grass

Burning off tree loppings
Burning tree loppings
Burnlng trec loppings
Limb fell onto HY
Burning tree loppings
Tree over HV line

Tree over HY |lne
Crossarm fire

LV clashing

HY parted aod fell

Limb fell over line
Conduckor broke at rie
Limk fcll over line

Wire across HY

Blasting

L¥ Euse bruke down to earth
Limb Fell

Limb of gum fell

LY clashing

HY conduceor Cell

Working on servlee line
Conductor broke

LY clashing

Trae over RV

LV clashing

Burning cromsatm

Pale flru

HY sagged into treas

Pols cap fall

00 Tusa (po choke}

Limk fell

DAMALY
33 screm
fLilsg ﬁcres
1 acres
Small

50 acrem
Small
Small
Small
Small

50 acres
Small

1 acre
Small
small

5 acres

1 acre

I acres
Small
Small
Small

2 acres
5 aeres

1 acre

40 actes
150 arres
3 acres

I acge

1 avres
2 acres
40 acreg
100 acres
1 acre

3 xrea - s aomm
“ RORAL BN

§ SOARD CF R

L

Swall




DATE
14/11/63
26711763
17/1/64
28/1/64
14/2f64
1472764
15/2/64
22/2/64

22/2/64

12/3fa4

23/3/64
23/8/64

- 171465
172/1 485
17/1/65
18/1/65
2441/65
2-3/2f65
3/2/65
4/2/65
15/2/65
2411/65
March 63
Harch &3
Mareh 63
5/3/65
5/3/65
6/3/65
10/3/65
11/3/65
12/3/65
23/3 6%
28/5/65
144465
14/10/65
20/10/65
BI11/95

. E3/1Li6d

LOCALITY

Port Fairy (SW)
Aeathcote [H&M)
Cnarwarce (B}
Ballarat (MW)
Glenrowan (NE)
Bacchus Marsh (MW}
Whorouly (NE)
Goerambat (MNE)

Kerang (N&M}

Coldatream (EM)
Taminick (NE}
Mornington (EM)
Wangaratta (NE)
Inglewood {MaM}
Eltham (EM)

Sea Lake (M}
Amphitheatre (MW}
Camperdown (SW)
Tallarook (NE}
Strath Creek (NE)
Yarrawenga {ME)
Swan Bill (M&M)
Camperdown [SW}
Camperdown (8W)
Camperdown [S5W}
YiLe Vite {EW)

He Evelyﬁ (EM)

Mt Horiac (SH)

Navoghld (8W)

Goldie-Springfleld (N&M)

Baverford (SW)
Swan Hill {H&M)
Broadford [N&M)
Henty {8W)
Myxches (HE)
Haryborough {HEM)
Rasdy Dem (W}

Allene's Bpur
(Birchip Line) (WaMN)

ALLEGED CAUSE
Burning off
Tree fell

Pole fell - dry rot

Lighting arrestor exploded

{rossarm broke
Pole cap fall
LV clashing

Pole fell - dry rot

Rifle shats brought conductotrs

down

LV fuse overheated and fell

AV sagged into cras

Cypress tree fell over HY

Tree limb feil

Conductor contacted gum tree

LV elashing
Crassarm fire

Tree fell
Conductors fell
EDD fuse {no choke)
EDO fuse {(no choke)
Pole feil

Birde brought HY dowm
Tree limb fell

Tree Limb fell

Tree limb fell
Conduceors [ell

LY clashing (tree)

Iren blown onte conductors

Crossarm broke

EDO Euse (ne choke)
Crongarm fire

fird intc conductors
EBO fume

Croasarm fire

Condyctor fell

‘Tree cut and fall

Cemductor fell

EDU fpam {po ahoks)

DAMAGE
Small
Small

1200 acres
Small
Emall

B scres

8 acres
6000 acres

Small

Small
Small
Small
Small
10 000 acres
3 acres
Small

4 acres
Small
Small
Small

3 acres
Small
Smaill
Small
Small

16 arres
Small

50 acres
Small
5 acTes

20 wcras

I wcre

I scte




PRII2T

PRI

PRI385

PR3I44GT
PR3299
FR3440
PR3439
PR3I4A2Y

PRIGES

PRIS05

PRIFAD
PR3I786
PRIT99
PRIE0S.
PR3BI3

DATE
16/11/65
LB/Y1/65
287117165
32412765
23/12/65

23/12/65

23/12/85

30712465
I/ 12745
30/ 12765
3112465
111766
SIL1/66
5/1/66
341766
1171466
14/1/66
161 /68
1571766
25£1/66
3fl/ee
3/2/6b
7/2f66
16/2/66

20/2/66°

23/2/66
12/3/66
M/4/66
23/11/66
jof11/66
11/12/66
25/12/66
4f1ia7
671767
9/1/67
hiz/e7

LOCALITY

Nariaka (NE)
Manangatang (N&M)
Murrabial (W)
Belmont (B)

Salt Cresk Spur (5W)

Wallacedala
(5W)

Waravare Estate Spur
(5w}

Whorouly Easp (NE)
Tarlingtan Line {SW)
Barba Spur (SW)
Penshurst Line {5W)
Sea Lake {M)

Napamble (NE}

Baranduda Feeder (NE)

Dunkeld (S}
Cobden Feeder [SW)
Barwite (NE)
Narmealla (NE}
Yarraberh (N&M)
Nirranda Socuth {(SW}
Waubra {MM)

Wabba {NE}

Oswells Lane Spur (5W)

Trentham (N&M)

Hemiltsn North Feeder

{51

Cralpie Spur (S5W)
Lismore (5W)
Yambuk Line (SW)
Armytage (SW)
Cobram (NE)
Guildford (NAM}
Elmore (HEM)
Burranina (NE)
Loway Macedon (M&M}
Colignan (M)

Fanshuzmt {BW)

ALLEGED CAUSE

¥ clashing

HY Fusen

EDD fuse (Faulty tube)
Pole Eire

Pine limb fell

EDO fuse (no choke)
ED0 fuse (no choke}

Limb fell

Dead gum tree fell

Trea fell

Broken tie

EDO Fuse

Tree limb fell

Conductors hroke

ED0 fuse

EDO fuse

EN0 HY fuse

Tree limb fell

Fole cap fell

EDO faulty fuse operatlon
Faulty neutral comnection
Blagting

Faulty LY line connector
Tree limb fell

LY eonductors clashed

Crogsarm fire

Line contacted pine tree
Conducter hroke

Sugar gum fell

Croau&rn broke {termitee)
Branch of tree fall

Pole fell

EDG fune {no choke)

Trae limp fell

00 fuse (no choke)

iparrov dridged MV

DPAMAGE
1 acre
Small
Small
Small
Small

Small

Small

Small

1 acre
Small
Small
Small
4BQ acres
Small
Small
Small
Small
Small

2 acres
5 acraes
Small

2 acres
Small

5 atres

Small

Small
650 acres

4 acres

14 acvea
Swall
Suall

1 scren




PR3871
FR3862
FR3863

FR3I973

PR4257
BRAGDL
PR4259
PR4255
PRAI1B
PRAZSS
PR4ZOS
PR4IGA

PFR4ZTS

PRA42I7
PRAITS
PRA30D
PRA32D
PRAZST
PRA2B4
PRAIID

PRAIZL

DATE
512761
7/2/6¢
HEie}
8/2/87
2312167
12/3/61
1045467
15711467
25711467
10/12767
24412767

13/1/68

16/1/68
17/1/68
23/1/68
2471768
31/1468
3lfl/e8
1/2/68
172068
1/2/68

1/2/68

L/2/68
5f2{68
5/2/68
12/2/68
13/2/68
14/2/68
17/2/68
1972768
26/2/68
713788
20/11/68
5/12/68
£2/12/68
13/12/68
8/1 /69
01/

LOCALITY

Liemore (SW)

Pomborneit (SW)

Point Lonsdale (B}
Warnon (SW}

Lrask (M)

Vice Vite {5W)
Coldatream (EM)
Colbinabbin Line (H&M)
Costerflald {H&M)
Birregurra (SW)
Straun {SW)

Kialla (ME}

Yeo (SW)
Camperdown (SW)
Stewarton (ME)
Hotspuk {5W)
Craigi (N&M}
Kialla (NE)
Elphinztone (N&M}
Bulla (ME)
Rutherglen (MNE)}

Norang (ME)

Myreleford (ME)
Campardetm (W)
Somercon (ME}
Gapsted {NE)
Malesworth (ME)
Thomastawn {EM)
Simpaon {3W)
Kyabram (NE)
Rutherglen (ME)
Mt Horiae (SW)
Lara (&)
Wunghnu (NE)
Hatyborough (RAM)
Bpringhuret (HR)
Rodborough (WhM)

Rédington (W)

ALLEGED CAUSE DAHAGE
Trea fall Suall
Tree limb fell (pine) Bmall
GCrogsarm byrat 10 scres
Tree limb fell (red gum} 1 acre
HY contacted pucalyptus saplinmge 1 acra
Twa crows ceused flashover Small
Pola charring 5 acras

EDD fuse {(anti~fire device fitted) Small

EDO fuee Small

LV clashing 270 acres
Pole cap fell 30 acres
HV conductors sagged into a 1 acre
pepperéord tres

Pole tap flre Small
Crossarm fire Small
White ants crossarm 3 acres
Transformer Failed 16 arres
HY contacted trees 5 acres
HY sagged into peppercorn tree Small

RV contacted eucdlyptus sapling 1 acre
Vehicle back=-firing 12 acre=
HY contaeted foliage 10 acres
HV conductors sagged and touched 100 acras

gum suckers

Sagplng conductor touched gum tree 50 0D acres

HY clashing Small

Worlmen caused fire 3 acres

LV claghing Small

Pole fell {whire ants) 4 acres

Bird hit conductera 2 acren

LY clashing Swall

EDO arcing &t top contact 1 #cre

Tree falling Small -

Pine tram over HY Swmall I ‘, l","_‘: i
Service broke Smal) s :‘ - &J
Pole (o]l (dry rot) M wcrea

Lins cohtacted gum suckers & acres MR

Crossara broks at kingholt X stres ) N

Tia broks - condustor fwll ™ 0N ecram .

Conduator sagged inte gum 30 M0 dpiee - "“'1‘4':.-.




L

d%f.:

. maaER
PRA753
FRATA3A
PRETAS
PRA792
PR&TY3
PRGTES
PRA753E
PRATIL
PR4789

PRATES

PR4&776

PR4TIO

PRGTTT

PR4T7TI
PRGTTY
PR4TTI
FPRA4BAL
PRGSII
PR4TTI

PRATAS

PE4769
FRETTE
PRATES

DATE

B/1/69

w
1
n

L

LOCALLITY
Truganina (ME)
Hereh He-rribee (ME)
Tatyocon (ME)
Goarwarre {B)
CaTes {B}

Deer Park (ME)
Werribee West {ME}
Dryadale (B)
Torquay (B3)

Eden Park {EM}
Hewstead (N&M)
Warrandyte [EM)
Cheviot (NE)
Orbost (G)
Paraparap (B)
Diemond Creek (EM)
Learmauth (MW}
Hootalla (SW)
Rirregurrs {SW)
Woorndoo (5W}
Woodmans Rill (MW)
Norlane (B)

Goras West (5W)
Woorndao {SW)

Mont Park (M)
Learmonch (MW}

Wewsrsad {N&M)

‘Wangaratta (NE)

thiltarn (NE)
Wendourea (MW}
Sunshina (HE)
Warrandyta {EM)
Eltham (24)
Cociatoo [EM}
Melton (MW)
MeLeon  (MW)
Daylesford (W4}
Kyatres (NE)

ALLEGED CAUSE
Galvanised {ron blewnm inte LV
Conductor contacted gum tree

Conduyctor contacted pine tree

w Ir ir 1]

HY and L¥ clashed

Conductor contacted pine tree

LY clashing (private)

(LI 1] "

Gum tree falling

Conductor sageged inctoc guwn £ree
Limb failing

Fole cap fell

Ball socket cut of clevls
Sugar gum felling

Gum 1imbk falling

Fowder filled WY fuse edploded
Limb falling

Tree fFalling

Poplar tree falling

Ligh falling

L¥ clashing

ke
LX)

k¥ and 66 BV clashing
LY fusa box hlew up

LY clashing

LU ]

DAWACE

23 000 satse
8000 acrea
TO00 scraw
3000 xcraw
3000 acrea
HGD acres
350 acres
T&0 ocrea
625 acres
120 acres
500 acrea
250 acres
200 acrea
800 acrem
200 acres
60 acres
10 arcres
80 acres
50 acres
10 acres

? acres

5 acres

2 acres

2 acres
3 acres
1 acre
2 acres
2 acres
3 acren

Smml)

- b



PRATT6

PR4T7H
PRLTBS

PR&E32

PR4TI9
PR4TTY
PRATVO

PR4TTI
PR4GTB]
RATTY
TRA TG
PRETTY

DATE

8/1/89

1171469
12/1/69
16/1/69
1771169
17/1/69

LOCALITY

North Beaufort (MW)
Ullina (MW)
Broadford (NE)
Woodstack (N&M)

Mt Erica (&)
Coonooer Bridge {N&M)
Tatong (NE}
Belgrave {EM)

Me BEvelyn (EM)
Botonia (EM)
Yarragon {G)

Lang Laag (&3}
Ballarat (MW
Barwon Downs (SW}
Winslow {SW)
Kangaroo Growad (EM)
Warrandyte (EM)
Cottles Bridge (EM)
Strathewen (EM)
Norlane {B)

Ranceby {G)
Inverlock {G)
Koowoerup (G}
Elphinstone (W&M)
Wangaratta {NE)
Doveton (EM)
Hastlngs (EM)
Irrewarra (SW)
Eurack {(8W)

GChetrang (3W)
Broadford (W&M)
Iaglewood (MEM)
Cohuna (N&M)
Willnura (M)

Sauth Wangaratta (NE)
Winchelman (83W)

Grovadale (B)

Canperdown

ALLEGED CAUSE

Limb falling

Limh falling
Tree falling

Limb falling

Bivd raused substation flashover

Galvanised irom blown into LV

Pole fire

" n

Galvanised iron ants BV
Rifle Fire — IW jnsulatar
Service clashing

22 k¥ clashing

Dif ferent size RV

HY LY clashing

Conductor contacted tree
Conductor broke at tie
Tranaformer fuse fault
EDG Fuse did nor elear
EDO fuse (no choke)
Bruken conductor at tie
EDO fupe (oo choke)

LY clashing

LY conductora clashed

Crosmarn Firs

DAMACE

Small




PRATTY

PR&TTY
PRETTY
PRATES
FR4BO8
PRAB4Y
PR4BOY
PR4TTS
PR4TTO
BR&TID
PRLBLE
PRABTI
PR4ATV
PR4 Y24
PRS330
PRS267
PR5225
PR5307
PR5333
PR52334
PR5319
PRS41Z
PRS434
FR5434
PRI42E
PR5425
PRSE77
PR5E876
FR5921
PR5924
PRE9Z2E
PRS92%
PR5350
PR5349
PR5931
FR3974
PR5%78
PREOD2

17/1/69
17/1/69
17/1/69
17/1/69
1771763
17/1/6%
20/1/6%
21/1/6%
22/1169
13/1/89
10/1/63
20/1769
26/2/69
29/3/69
26/11/69
27711469
28711769
11/12/6%
22/1246%
22/12/69
29712769
L8/2/70
LBS2/70
8s2fm
21470
1143770
S/LFTL
8/L/T1
11/1/71
30/1/71
8271
ajzi
B/2/71
18/2/71
1642471
25/2471
26/2/71
3/

LOCALITY
Carorooka (SW)
Winchelaea {5W)
Macarthur (SW)
Eltham {EM)
Greenhille {M&M)
Pombormetit (SW)
Fomborneic {5W}
Dunkeld (5w}
Anglesea (B)
Srreatham (SW)
Inglewood (H&M}
Bradvaie (SW)
Pawbymhyr {(K)
Lismore (SW)}
{obram (HE}

Horsham (W)

Worth Cundare (SM)

Laanecoorie (N&M)
Docker (NE}
Wangaratta {HE)
Yalca (HE)
Haroona (S5W)
Choeelyn {SW}

Heytesbury (SH)

Gringagalgena (5W)

Broadmeadows (ME)}
Pawbormeit (SW)
Eppalock (ME)
Oneley (NE)
Bardnghup {H&M}
Cresay {5W)
Roseville (W)
Portland (SW)
Hamilton {(SW)
Dacker {NB)
Condah {5W)
Hanty (54)

Cavendish {3wW)

ALLECED CAUSE

HY and LY clashing

Crogesarm fire

Limb fall

HY contacted cres

HY contacted lightwood crae
Conductors claghed 22 kV - 66 kV
Lightping arrestor sxploded
EDO fuse failed to clear

EDO fuse Failed to clear
Lightning arrester exploded
EDD fusa with choke

Tree fell

Clgarette dropped by worlk parcy
ED0 fuse failed ro clear

Tree fell

Burning off

Baling wire drapped on B.w.e.r.
LV clashing

22 kV inagiator broke - line fell
Limb fall

AV c¢ontacted gum tree

BV contacred gum tree

22 kV pole fell

Tree fell

Tree fell

g6 k¥ - 22 kY clashing

66 kY off insulator

5.W.E.R, magged {ats gum tree
Poapum caused flashover

Pole fire

Pole Elre

Birde broke service

Pole fire

Limb Eel]l

Croasarm broke dus Lo termitea
3. W.E.R. contactwd cree

Lead to traneforwT came ddeife

Red gu 1lebh fall

DAMAGE
Smgll
Small
Brall
Emall
15 acres
5 acres
Small
Small
Small
Small

2 acrea
12 acres
9 acres
Small

2 acres
1% acres
Small

10 arres
2 acres
4 acres
700 acreas
10 acres
3 acres
Small
Small

2 acras



a
PR NUMBER DATE LOCALITY ALLECED CAUSE DAMAGE
PRE546 2712 Tarrington (Sw} Fallen HV conductsrs Small
PRBADS 01572 Benalla (NE) Copper bzidge on aluminfum Small
conductor falled
PRELTT /27112 Pombarnelit (SW) Conductor contacted limb 3 acres
PRE4T4 2/2/12 Pombornelt (SW) Conductar contacted limb Small
PREBLS 6/9/72 Crik Poinc (EM) HV contected atringy bark tree 500 acrens
PRGBIZ 1579772 Hemslay Park (SW) Burning off Small
PR7064 20712472 Yeo (SW) Fole fire 4 acrue
PRGI40 0412712 Lower Plenty (EM) 220 kV sagged iata gum 2 acree
PRESI9 X3f12472 Cwingamma (SW} LY claehing Stall
PRAIHO 31473 Caramub [SW) Pola five 1 acre
PR6S7S 5/1473 Genbrock (EM) Lightning arrestor expladed 1 acre
PRHIS]T L2/1/73 Laver_ton (ME) Pole fire Small
PRAFSI 12/1/73 Laverton (ME) Pale fire Small
PREIIE 20/1173 Hoorat {5W) Conductors contacted pine tree ? arres
PR70L5 2211473 Mooroodue {EMY Pole fire 20 acres
Br7209 Sept 1973 Pakenham (EM) Burnieg off Emall
PR7324 - 21712713 Beulah Wost W) EMY Fuse (choke fittéd) 600 acres
PR7325 21412773 Eurack {5W} LV elashing 53 acres
PR7325 21/12472 Eurack [5W) Fole fell 1 acre
PR7356 27412773 Hageala (W) Tie breken ? acres
PR73%9 AL/ TA Marrawong [5W) LY clashing & arres
PR7421 2172774 Skenes Lreck (5W) 22 kV conductors fell Small
PR7825 2ILf75 Druemanure (HNE) 22 kV line contacted eucalypt 150 acres=
BRITS2 21 /15 Mundoona (NE} S5.M.E.R. contacted pine tree 3 acres
PRI F4A Bflf?s Rosedale (C) 66 kV pale fell 20 acres
PRTEDG gfL175 Katamatite (NE) Pale fell (termites) 4 acres
PR7BZS5 16417753 Drumanure {NE) Limb belng lopped browght Small
LY together
PR7876 1771715 South Muckleford {N&M) . Gum tree branch fall 20 actes
PRIT6H 0fL175 Hingay {5W) Limb of augar gum fell A5 acced
PR77I3 6/2/15 Chatwynd (W) 5.W.E.R. line contacted eucalypt 10 acres
PR7808 3(2!?5 Laka Rowsn (NE) Clamp on fusa did not clsar M acrss
PR7B14 L8f2/75 Hiyuuod (5W) BB Fuwe {choke firted) 4 mcTen
FRITES /2415 Grantville (G) LV elashing 7 oacTes
PRTBOE 2272115 Cavandiah {8W) Pole cap Full 400 acres
) PR7614 28/2/73% Hoorat (W) Polu [iER N0 =rwn ‘._‘-‘.‘--*::;‘-:

mReI13 4f1{76 Wazroath (SW) #.M.E.R, congacted cree 190 stTem MRS, 0;‘ L;
_ﬂ,ﬂlﬁ 411476 Mooleric {AW) H.M.E.R. toutacted tese 10 eatvm A e—
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~ il
PR HUMBER
PRA1ZA
PRAI27
FRAL7S
PRE115
PRBLAA
PRA123
PRE1IB
pRALTE
PRBL56
PEBISS
PR8223
PRE529
PRASE2

PRB537

PRB559

PRB6VS

PREB59Y

PREEIO

DATE
§/1/76
411776
4/1/76
L4 /1/76
20/1/76
30/1/76
8/2{16
1572776
17/2/76
192416
29/3/76
14f12/76
14/12/76

1112476

22/12/74
31/12/76
31712476
/LT
/1777
11777
S/1/77
1041477
1671177

2141137

2551077

271777
2871777
2911517
1/2/77
1/2477
22471
af2fr
4tz
512477
sf277
512177
$/2417

LOCALITY

Ullina {MW)
Carilshrook (N&M)
Hontmorency (EM)
Camperdown {5W)
Romsey {N&M)
Ballarat South (MMW)
Macarthur (SH)
Wallan (NWE)
Cambr{an Hill (MW)
Pénshurst (5w
Campballs Creek [H&M)
Avenel (ME)
Wallaloo East {W)

Vectls East (W)

Glenaraura (NE}
Arthurs Creek (EM)
Lockington (ME)
Natimuk {NE}
Chiltern (RE}
Chiltern {ME}
Yackandandah (NE)
Mickleham {ME}
Chin Chin (8E)

Apsley (W)
Bannockburn {B)

Tongala (NE)

Yarck (NE)

. Malinga (NE}

Yarck {NE}
Eildon (NE)
Harkwood (NBY
Avenel {HE)
Millewa (NE)
Clarkefield (HE)
Tarrabech (NsH)
Amcpantine {HEM}

Soronia (IN)

ALLEGED CAUSE

LV clashing

Pole fell

LY clashing

Pole Eire

LY clashing (tree)

Locee bridges shorted

S.W.E,R. contacted pipe tree
Transformer fault

Vehicla in long prass

22 kV conductor broke and fell
Crane hit LV which contacted HV
Crosgarm broke (whire anrs)
Pole cap fell

Hervesting machine contacted
overhead conductor

Tree over servicea

EDO fuse

Subetatlon pole fell
Tree fell

Eridge burnt through
Conductor broke and fell
LY clashing

R¥ sagged into Lree
Strain crascarm hroke

Birds caused service to burn
down

HY dropper to the transformer
bushing had become disconnected

LY fuse

LY clashing

Sugar gum limb fell

LY clamhing

LV cleshing

Crossarm broke (tarmices)
Pole cap fell

Explosion of lightning acreatar
Conductors fell

Pole firs

Pole fall

Clashing (tras)

DAMAGE
17 pores
100 acrans
Emall

3 acres
& goren
100 acrea
4 anres

7 acres
400 acras
50 acres
Small

20 acres
500 acres

13 acres

Small

3 acres
1 acre
5 acres
Sm=ail
Small
Small
20 acres
5 acres

4 acres
Small

Small
1 acce
200 acres

i1 actesn

Saadl, ..

B T Ve +
L= fth:[ .

BEL




PR HUMBER DATE LOCALLTY ALLEGED CAUSE DAMACE
PRAGIT 57273 Glenburger (SW) Bole cap fell 150 acrea
51237 Croyden (EM) HY conticted tree Small
PRS&00 6427377 Tarayoukyan (W) Service cabls damaged by galahs Small
PRAGLO 1172§77 Heywood {5W) Explasion of lightning arreator Small
PRAGL2 11/2/77 Heywood (54} I Explonion of lightning arreator 2 acres
PRBOLG LLfzf Crosslay (SW) Gar hit pola, bringing it down 2 ncres
PRBAZ2 LE/2477 Bringalbert South (W) Exploeion of lightning arrester 8 acras
172/ Baranduda (NE) Ftent end loader contacted Small
' conductora
PREG1D 1242437 Woodhouse (SW) Fine limb feil Small
PRA62] " Weridgll (5W) Pine limb fell (private} Small
PABGLS " . Hawkesdale (SW) Conductor contacted wattle "
PRS612 "o Terang (5W) LY clashing (tree) "
PREG2D " Portland (W) LY clashing N
FRAGL] " E;arishrnok (MEM) LV elashing . "
PREGI " Moorcopna (ME) LY clashing "
PRE&2E " Camperdown {5W) Pine limb fell "
PREGAE " Hacedon (M&M} LV clashing (tree) "
PRAGGS " Spring Hil1l (N&M) S.W.E.R. into pine foalisge "
PEBGSSH " Coleraina [SW) LY clashing (tree) "
PREGED " He Evalyn (EM) LY clashing (crea) TS T e e e
PREBSD " Mr Evelyn (EM) LY claghing {tree) "
PRALSA " Upwey (EM) Faulty LV fuse "
PRBGS2 " Hamiltoo {SW) Switchboard . "
PRBG52 " Ararat (MW} : Cun tres fall aver "
PRE&61 " Woathagzl (G) Pole top fire "
‘P-118663 " Keyshorough (EM} LV clashing "
FR8617 " Marins (5W) Conductor contacted elm tree 150 acres
PRB8619 hd Mortlake {5W) Sugar gum limb fell 70 acres .
PFRA643 " Avoca {HEM) Cum limb fell (privace) 5 acres
PRAGLE " Newtown (MW} Pole fell (private) 3 avres
PEBG6L2 " Cariabrook (HA&M) L¥ clashing 1 acraa
PII.BSZB " Taggerty (NE) LY clashing (priveta) i atren
?‘13626 oo The Cove (SH) 5.M.E.R. pola fall 1 acres
PRE&4 " Lasnacoorie (H&M) Gum Linb (ell 1 scre
| FRBS0Y . " Haddon {M10) Conduckor contsctad pine Eree 500 aceey
FRAGSS " Gresovale (N&M) LV clashing & el .
: " Areskwatar (B) L¥ clwshing 1 scre

Wallindua (V) R0 fues (a0 cap) with ohelm 106 OO wuves




PR MEUMBER
PRAGTL
PREGDS

PRAGLG

FREH2S
PREGOT

FRB615

PRBAOG

PREGZD

PRBoLs

PRB707

PRAGES

DATE

12/2{77

1372477

14/2/77
1472477

1572137

1772477
1742577
1842477
2042477
204277
20/2/77
23217

2312477

2 f 2T
L1#3477

23f3/77

LOCALITY
Pura Pura (SW)
Tatyoon (MW}

Glenthompson {SW)

Mingay (SW)
Balliang Ezst {MW}

Byaduk Morth {SW)

Wanbra (HW)
Beeac (SW)

Benalla (RBE)

Wyuna West (NE)
Rosebud {(EM)

Wilgul (SW)

Boho South (NE)
Klata (W)

fenalla (WE)
Traraigon {G)
Warragul (G}
Gippsland Reglon (G)
Mt Eccles ()

Harston {HE}

Philiip Island (G}
Caramnt North (SW}

Healesville (EM)

11

ALLEGED CAUSE

S.W.E.R. sagged into sugar gum

Sugar gum limb fell

LY clashing {privace) clamp on

fuae

Lightnlng arrestor or EDO fusp

LY clashing

LV clashing (private) or other

caugse
Pine limb Fell
1V clashing

Stock transport struck and
broke LY service cable

Bird caused flashover
Pole top fire

Line re-snergised = service
pole down

AV conduetor contacted tree
EDD fuses {chokes fitted}
Crossarm fire

LV elzehing

LY c¢lashing

EDO fuse {(choke fitted)
Pole fire

Stack trapsport scruck LY
service cahle

Fole fire
Crosearm firs

Limb fell

DAMAGE
60 DO uered
50 000 agres

20 000 acres

SQOQ nETER
2000 ecres

4700 screa

4000 acras
3C acres

Small

2 acres
Small

Small

1 acre
Small
Small -
Small

Small

‘Small

Small

Small

Small

Small

Small

&
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Notes, analysis, opinion.

The first seven pages of notes and tables in Exhibit 202 are, at first reading, confusing. Particularly
the first two pages appear to be talking indescriminately about percentages of percentages, thus
making unabiguous and clear interpretation of the statements very difficult.

I make the following comments which I believe are reasonable, and “fair comment”, though
industry insiders may take an opposing view:

“caused electrically or by the S.E.C.” indicates S.E.C. staff on occasion accidentally caused fires
as a result of burning off tree-loppings, use of machinery and power tools, etc.. It may also mean
that the S.E.C. is trying to distance itself from fires caused by railway electric lines, or by the SEC's
customers' private electric lines (usually from the property boundary to the house, in country
Victoria)

“Not all fires were reported” may indicate that fires caused by power lines and other live electrical
equipment had a long-standing tendency to be under-reported by the S.E.C. over most of the 18
years and 2 months period for which Sir Esler Barber's inquiry sought their datal*|. This would be
consistent with heavy criticism of the S.E.C. by their own solicitors and by the Inquiry's final
report, for being “blind” to the evidence that their system was igniting many dangerous fires. Note
at the bottom of (PDF) page 4 it states “Files relating to incidents occurring prior to 1967 have
been destroyed.” which adds weight to the idea that S.E.C. was an institution exhibiting symptoms
of denial. It gives the appearance of struggling to come to terms with the fact that its otherwise
marvellous and convenient energy delivery system had serious flaws.

The use of the word “fortuitous” in paragraph 3 is probably not what was intended. The sense of
the paragraph indicates that the chance of a given electrical installation fault causing a fire is highly
dependent upon circumstances, fuel condition, and especially weather conditions. “Fortuitous”
reasonably indicates that in 1977 the S.E.C. considered itself very lucky that it had not caused
many more serious fires in the years since bare aluminium conductors were deployed across the
Victorian landscape.

S.E.C.'s Data shows Massively Increased Risk under Extreme Weather Conditions:

The S.E.C. report should have unambiguously acknowledged they were aware that it was weather
conditions — specifically strong hot winds — interacting with their installations that led to disaster
on the two specified days in 1969 and 1977.

Kirk's statistical analysis especially falls over by not spelling out S.E.C.'s awareness of the risk
factor that such weather conditions imply: For two days out of 6,624 days to cause 111 out of the
399 electricity fires over that period, means that the risk in those weather conditions for their
assets lighting fires is 1,276 times greater — or a risk percentage increase of 127,600% —
compared to the 6,622 non-catastrophic weather days. These numbers highlight the near-
certainty of more disastrous firestorms in the years ahead, if Energy Safe Victoria's Paul Fearon,
CFA Chief Officer Ewan Ferguson, and Fire Commissioner Craig Lapsley fail to perform their
public duty to prevent preventable firestorms.

The one-thousand-two-hundred-and-seventy-six times risk factor would be further amplified
and compounded if we factor in the number of hectares burned. The S.E.C. did not have the primary
data in their possession, but CFA data shows that fires breaking out on days like 8/1/67 and 12/2/77

2 A glaring example is contained in Annexure A: Exhibit 260 at the same inquiry.



are going to be much bigger that fires breaking out on milder days. It is safe to assume a factor of
ten, so the risk of powerlines burning any given hectare of land in rural Victoria is probably about
one million percent greater on catastrophic fire weather days (i.e. 10,000-fold increased risk per
hectare). In this context, “Size Schedule” on PDF page 3 is particularly confusing, and if anything
tends to obscure the important positive correlation between a fire's size and the likelihood it was
caused by power lines. (really big fires are more likely to have been lit by power lines, same is
found in Californian studies).

There is a notable absence of any mention of the human toll. It seems very unlikely that no
deceased estate of any member of the public had ever made a claim against the S.E.C. for causing a
fatality. These statistics were compiled by the claims officer, so any such claims should have been
declared in these statistics.

There is undeniably a very strong positive correlation between hectares burned, rate of fire spread,
and the human death toll, as Black Saturday so tragically demonstrated.

M. G. Gunter
January 2011

...Annexure A next



Annexure A: Multiple Electricity Fires, 21 December 1973

Exhibit 260 (see image below) relates to fires on 21 December 1973: senior CFA management formally
notified Chief Officer A.G. Pitfield that CFA brigades had good evidence of twenty-two fires being caused
by S.E.C. lines or equipment. Furthermore “Beeac” fire was actually three separate fire starts according to
Exhibit 263, so the total for the day was at least twenty four S.E.C. fires, but the S.E.C. data in exhibit 202
— page 16 of this PDF — will admit to only three fires in the whole state: that is only twelve percent — or one
in eight — of the number being alleged by the CFA!!

..

MEMO TO: CHIEF OFFICER
FROM: ASSTSTANT CHIEF OFFICER (STAFF)
SUBJECT: FIRES ATTRIBUTED TO OR ASSOCIATED WITH

S.E.C. POWER LINES 21/12/1973 o f
DATE 14th JANUARY, 1974, / :
~ 5
e —

For your information = Fire reports received to date re
fires which occurred on Friday, 21ist December, 1973, indicate that
at the following locations fires were attributed either to fallen

power lines or tree limbs falling on power lines:-

Swanpool Newbridge
Locksley Goorac
Banjee 2 Birchip
White Gate - Cope Cope (2)
Brim 4 St. Arnaud
_Lyndhurst Stawell ]
"Tblo__til_l_l;i_lﬁ Molka
Warncoort > Euroa
’\ Beeac a Picol .

Bayswater |° Sq;.lt h Warrandyte
\ Q Bal la.l.'a L ‘ ornong

QLM” W@M ¢ /a?ﬂ'f;’ el




Exhibit 260 is a document dated three years prior to the 1977 fires being investigated, but forms
part of the diligent historical analysis undertaken by the thorough 1977 board of inquiry under its
Chairman Sir Esler Barber. In fact, thanks to the inquiry calling for statistical data from CFA and
S.E.C. going back to 8" February 1969, it virtually became an inquiry into power line fires on that
earlier date as well. It would appear that the Bolte government had deemed it unnecessary to
investigate the 1969 fires, and any deaths they (may have) caused at that time. In the era of Rupert
“Dickie” Hamer, a “small-L liberal”, government was becoming more accountable and open.

Exhibit 260 has been heavily annotated, and according to CFA Chief Officer Howe when examined
before the Board, those biro marks demonstrate that there was “good liaison” between CFA senior
officers and the S.E.C. to fix or mitigate the power line fire starts risk.|’| Others, including counsel
assisting, and the Board, seemed to challenge that robustly during Howe's cross-examination. The
hurried messy annotations of exhibit 260 show a laxity in CFA's record-keeping standards, and raise
serious questions about CFA's attitude to alteration of the historical record, in my opinion.

M. Gunter
North Melbourne
January 2011

3 Inquiry transcript pages 2143 to 2224, see VPRS.9823/P2, Unit 13 Item “Day 43 - 45 Transcript Of Proceedings -
Board Of Inquiry”



