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Preface

A board of Inquiry was set up after raging firestorms caused havoc and death across much of 
Victoria on 12th February 1977. The inquiry found that many of the fires were caused by sparks 
from electricity distribution lines. This reproduction of one inquiry exhibit, being the diary of a 

farmer, gives a powerful and graphic account of the terror, suffering and loss caused by Victoria's 
firestorms. Subsequent parts to be published in this “The History of Electricity Fires in Victoria” 
series will delve into the statistical and technical records of similarly caused fires in 1974, 1969 and 

1968. Subsequently, in 1983 and 2009, Victoria suffered similar calamities, with by far the worst 
human death toll occurring after a frayed, rusted live power line broke at Kilmore East on Black 

Saturday 2009. The resultant firestorm killed 119 people. 

Nineteen seventy-seven was perhaps unique in that one hundred percent of the six deaths caused 
by fire on 12th February were started by “live” electricity distribution wires (or fuses) sparking by 

themselves, or upon coming into contact with trees. The Tatyoon-Streatham fire that Mr McKenzie 
was mainly involved with was caused by a sugar gum branch falling on a live high voltage SWER 
line. Two men were killed: Graham Dunn and Richard George Hunt. Seven other people at least 

were hospitalized with burns.
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